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Low Carbon Industrial Strategy: An Important First Step - Step Two Requires a Wider Strategy Promoting the Whole UK Environmental Industry

Commenting on the Government’s new Low Carbon Industrial Strategy, EIC’s Policy Director, Danny Stevens, said: 

“Today’s Low Carbon Industrial Strategy [1] sets out how the Government’s vision to develop a successful UK based low carbon goods and services sector can become a reality. It is very welcome that the Strategy embraces EIC’s core message that Government intervention – for example through regulation, R&D, export support  – will help develop a strong domestic low carbon industry, creating new businesses, jobs and export potential. Lord Mandelson's industrial activism is to be applauded.
“However, many more new businesses and jobs can be created if the Government urgently applies the strategic approach it has announced today to the rest of the UK’s environment industry. Important sectors such as waste, water and air pollution control technologies all have the potential to create huge new economic opportunities for the UK – as the Government’s own analysis has shown [2]. 

We urgently need a clear Government strategy that puts these sectors at the heart of what is already a $3 trillion global environmental market place – and growing rapidly at over 5% a year. Otherwise the UK risks putting itself at a competitive disadvantage in the race to dominate global environmental markets, forfeiting the potential to create thousands of new green business and hundreds of thousands of new “green collar” jobs.”

--ENDS—

1. The Low Carbon Industrial Strategy is available at http://www.berr.gov.uk/files/file52002.pdf 
2. The Government’s own report ‘Low Carbon and Environmental Goods and Services: An Industry Analysis’ identifies that the forecast growth in market value for two sectors of the wider environmental industry (waste management and water and waste water treatment) is greater than, for example, carbon capture and storage, one of the priority areas identified in the report ‘Investing in a Low Carbon Britain.’ http://www.berr.gov.uk/files/file50253.pdf 
