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PRESS RELEASE 

December 9th 2009: For Immediate Release

Contact: Tristan Stubbs, EIC Public Affairs Manager, 020 7487 4741
Pre-Budget Report Fails to Go Far Enough for the Environment

Danny Stevens, Policy Director of The Environmental Industries Commission (EIC) [1], today commented on Chancellor of the Exchequer Alistair Darling’s Pre-Budget Report: 

“This Pre-Budget Report shows that the Government has taken note of some of the things EIC has been saying since the recession began – that a concerted effort to support the environmental industry is the only way to confront the dual economic and climate challenge.

“The extra £200 million for energy efficiency in homes, and plans to scrap 125,000 old household boilers, go part of the way to underpinning this crucial linkage. The promotion of feed-in tariffs, and tax breaks for electric company cars and electric vans, are to be welcomed as well.

“The PBR also announced the possibility of a low-carbon investment institution. The Government must now make this suggestion concrete so the British economy can at long last benefit from a dedicated ‘Green Investment Bank’, something the Shadow Chancellor, George Osborne, is already calling for. [2]

“But the Report still doesn’t go far enough. EIC has been calling for a Government Environmental Industrial Strategy to supersede its existing Low-Carbon Industrial Strategy. Industrial activism should no longer privilege the low-carbon section of the environmental sector above others. In the real world, all environmental problems are interlinked. Only with a holistic approach to our environmental industries can we successfully confront the threats we face.

“At a time when leaders are meeting in Copenhagen for discussions that could change our global future, this Pre-Budget Report is therefore left wanting. Efforts to help our environment represent an opportunity for British business, not a hindrance. The global market in Environmental goods and services is worth £ 3.046 billion. In this PBR, the British Government has failed to do all it can to show leadership to the world.”

--ENDS--

Notes to Editors 

1. EIC is the lead trade association for the UK’s environmental technology and services industry, with over 270 Member Companies. EIC represents the main environmental sectors (climate change, water, air, contaminated land, waste, transport, etc). It has the support of leading politicians from all three major political parties, industrialists, trade union leaders, environmentalists, and academics. For further information visit: www.eic-uk.co.uk 

2. For George Osborne’s speech, where he made this announcement, please follow this link: http://www.conservatives.com/News/Speeches/2009/11/George_Osborne_A_sustainable_Government_a_sustainable_economy.aspx 

