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A Low Carbon “Vision” Will Achieve Nothing Without Urgent Action

Commenting on the launch of the Government’s Low Carbon Industrial Strategy, Adrian Wilkes, Chief Executive of the Environmental Industries Commission (EIC), said:

“EIC has long argued that the future of the UK’s competitiveness is dependent on the rapid transition to a low carbon, resource efficient economy. The Government’s new Low Carbon Industrial Strategy that today set out the Government’s “vision” for how it intends to answer this challenge is, therefore, welcome – and long over due.  

“However, securing the huge economic benefits of a low carbon economy will not be achieved through “vision” alone. We urgently need the sorts of industry support policies – such as long-term regulatory targets and coordinated policies on R&D funding, skills and training – that will turn the “vision” into a reality. 

“Following today’s announcement, April’s Budget is the first opportunity the Government has to act. EIC is calling for the Budget to include an ambitious green economic stimulus with, at the very least, a £10 billion “Green Jobs Investment Fund” that can start turning the Government’s “vision” into reality.
“New markets will open up worldwide as other countries start to make their own transition to a low carbon economy. Those Governments that gain early mover advantage by developing green technologies to guide this transition will soon be in a position to claim a share of what is already a $3 trillion global market place - and growing rapidly at over 5% a year. EIC’s recent “Green Jobs Growth Strategy” set out a range of policy recommendations that would put the UK at the forefront of this huge opportunity.”

EIC’s Green Jobs Growth Strategy also includes the following recommendations that should be implemented urgently to support the Low Carbon Industrial Strategy:

· Long-term regulatory targets on pollution control to support investment and innovation (eg a national framework for new Low Emission Zones)
· Public procurement policies to develop markets for innovative environmental products

· Support for green jobs training across all Skills Councils
· Increased environmental R&D to a level that is in line with major international competitors (particularly Germany and Japan).
--ENDS--

1. For a copy of the Government’s Low Carbon Industrial Strategy visit 

2. For copies of “EIC’s Green Jobs Growth Strategy: Investing for the Future” please contact Danny Stevens on 0207 935 1675 / danny.stevens@eic-uk.co.uk

