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Influential New Carbon Management Lobby Launched

Leading industry experts within the Environmental Industries Commission have launched a new Group to lobby on the economic benefits for the UK of implementing effective carbon and environmental management policy measures. 
The Group will lobby for ambitious, long term and enforceable carbon and environmental management policy framework that will drive vast improvements in the way our economy manages its climate change and wider environmental impacts. By establishing this policy framework before its international competitors, the UK can position itself as a global leader in provision of environmental management technologies and services. Establishing this technology and skills base in the UK will help create new business and, potentially, thousands of new jobs.
Early Members of the Group include: AEA Technology, AECOM, Baker & McKenzie LLP, ERM, ICF International and WSP.
Since its launch, EIC has argued that the future of the UK’s competitiveness depends on establishing a world-leading environmental industry. EIC has lobbied harder and more consistently than any other organisation over the past 15 years for a policy framework that drives demand for new, innovative environmental technologies and services. The new Group will join EIC’s 11 other Working Groups representing the UK’s environmental technology and services (ETS) industry. These Groups provide a highly influential voice for the ETS industry to the Government pressing the huge potential for economic growth through a range of environmental policies. 
The Group’s early priorities will include:

1. UK and EU Carbon Management Policy – covering the key legislative and regulatory drivers for carbon management across the economy, including the Carbon Reduction Commitment, implementation of Phase III of the EU Emissions Trading Scheme and Climate Change Agreements 
2. Corporate Reporting – covering the key issues for improving carbon and environmental management in companies and across their supply chains, including corporate carbon reporting and assurance of corporate reporting 
3. Carbon and Environmental Management Systems - the Group will lobby on the key issues surrounding the use of environmental management systems, including their certification. 

4. Sustainable Procurement - the Group will lobby for substantial improvements to the Government’s sustainable procurement policies to help create a “credible market” for these products and services.  

Commenting on the launch of the Group, EIC’s Policy Director, Danny Stevens, said: “Establishing an ambitious carbon and environmental management policy framework that drives vast improvements in the way we manage our impact on the environment will have immediate economic benefits. 

“Not only by improving the efficiency with which the economy consumes finite resources, but by establishing an exciting new sector with innovative, world leading technologies and services that will help guide the long-over due – and much talked about – transition to a low carbon, resource efficient economy.  Through proper Government support, the UK’s carbon and environmental management sector has the potential to create thousands of new businesses, hundreds of thousand of new jobs and huge export opportunities for the UK. 

EIC’s new Carbon and Environmental Management Working Group will lobby harder than any other organisation to establish this policy framework. The Group give this crucial sector a voice in the corridors of power, building support for the environmental and economic case for effective carbon and environmental management policy measures.”
Members of the Carbon and Environmental Management Group have already attended a high-level meeting with Shadow Energy and Climate Change Minister Greg Clark MP, and Shadow Secretary for the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, Nick Herbert MP. Members have begun a campaign to extend the Government’s Carbon Reduction Commitment, as well as seeing their ideas on supporting low-carbon innovation through Government procurement policy adopted by the Government in the recent ‘Low Carbon Industrial Strategy’.
The new Group will join EIC’s 11 other Working Groups representing the UK’s environmental technology and services (ETS) industry. These Groups provide a highly influential voice for the ETS industry to the Government.
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Notes to Editors

1. For more information, contact Tristan Stubbs, EIC’s Public Affiars Manager (E: tristan.stubbs@eic-uk.co.uk / 0207 487 4741) 
2. EIC is the lead trade association for UK’s environmental technology and services industry, with over 300 Member Companies. EIC represents the main environmental sectors (climate change, water, air, contaminated land, waste, transport, etc). It has the support of leading politicians from all three major political parties, industrialists, trade union leaders, environmentalists, and academics. For further information visit: www.eic-uk.co.uk
