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PRESS RELEASE 

Embargoed: 00:00am, 8 December 2009

Contact: Danny Stevens, EIC Policy Director, 020 7935 1675
Contaminated Land Industry Launches Soil Generic Assessment Criteria 

Leading experts in the contaminated land remediation industry have today published the report ‘The Soil Generic Assessment Criteria for Human Health Risk Assessment’ [1] that provides a detailed set of generic assessment criteria (GAC) for 35 contaminants sometimes encountered on land affected by contamination in the UK to help all contaminated land practitioners provide accurate human health risk assessment.
The use of GAC is an integral part of the risk assessment process for land affected by contamination. Forty-seven risk assessors from twenty-six member companies of Environmental Industries Commission [2] and AGS [3] have been working in collaboration with CL:AIRE [4] to produce a set of industry agreed soil GAC to aid the assessment of risks to human health from 35 substances. 

The GAC complement the Environment Agency SGV and 2nd edition LQM/CIEH GAC, which together, result in CLEA compliant screening criteria for the assessment of risks to human health from soil contamination for more than 120 potentially contaminative substances. 

Commenting on the launch of the EIC GAC, Danny Stevens, EIC’s Policy Director said: "A significant amount of effort has been spent to produce this set of GAC that meets legislative requirements and complements the existing SGV and LQM/CIEH GAC.  The project has involved over 2000 hours of volunteered time from 47 risk assessors and 26 companies (EIC and AGS members) working together with the support of EIC, AGS and CL:AIRE.   Working in such a collaborative way has been highly rewarding and instructive and, I hope, a benefit to all involved as well as the contaminated land community in general."
Jane Garrett, Chief Executive at CL:AIRE said: “CL:AIRE is delighted to have been involved in such a  valuable project alongside EIC and AGS.  It is refreshing to see how the contaminated land industry can work so effectively together sharing their expertise and knowledge.  The large number of companies involved should congratulate themselves, knowing the benefit that working together has brought these additional screening values available freely to the industry to use,  bringing greater clarity for all.”

Seamus Lefroy-Brooks, Chairman of the AGS Contaminated Land Working Group said: “AGS have been pleased to support this industry project alongside EIC and CL:AIRE. We believe that the project is a very notable step forward, not only because it has been taken with support from of all quarters of the contaminated land community but because the work sets down a reasonable consensus for both the screening figures and the underlying toxicity data.  The former will assist regulator and developer to agree with each other over the issue of when to look at a site more closely, while the latter can now be used with quite some authority in the development of site specific assessments.”

--ENDS--

Notes to Editors 

1. A copy of the report ‘The Soil Generic Assessment Criteria for Human Health Risk Assessment’ can be downloaded free of charge at www.claire.co.uk/gac
2. The Environmental Industries Commission (EIC) is the lead trade association for the UK’s environmental technology and services industry, with over 270 Member Companies. EIC represents the main environmental sectors (climate change, water, air, contaminated land, waste, transport, etc). It has the support of leading politicians from all three major political parties, industrialists, trade union leaders, environmentalists, and academics. For further information visit: www.eic-uk.co.uk 

3. The Association of Geotechnical and Geoenvironmental Specialists (AGS) is a non-profit making trade association established to improve the profile and quality of geotechnical and geoenvironmental engineering. The membership comprises UK organisations and individuals having a common interest in the business of site investigation, geotechnics, geoenvironmental engineering, engineering geology, geochemistry, hydrogeology, and other related disciplines. For further information visit: www.ags.org.uk 

4. Contaminated Land: Applications in Real Environments (CL:AIRE) is a respected independent not-for-profit organisation established in 1999 to stimulate the regeneration of contaminated land in the UK by raising awareness of, and confidence in, practical and sustainable remediation technologies. For further information visit: www.claire.co.uk 
