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Warning: Our Water Supplies are Vulnerable

The Environmental Industries Commission (EIC), the trade association linking over 300 firms in environmental technology and services, has sent in a formal consultation response to the Environment Agency’s draft River Basin Management Plans for England and Wales.

The EIC calls for –

· A more ambitious set of plans.

· Incentives for water companies to bring in technological innovations already known to improve the efficiency of water use.

· Much more attention to be given to water resources in the planning process, especially when new building developments are being considered.

· Widespread application of sustainable urban drainage systems (SUDS) schemes.

Commenting on the draft River Basin Management Plans, which set out how the Environment Agency intends to cope with challenges to the country’s water supply, Adrian Wilkes, Chief Executive of the Environmental Industries Commission (EIC), said:

“Water is moving up the political agenda – and rightly so.  Climate change will mean drier summers.  Water resources are declining in many areas.  Parts of the country are now set on course for a crisis in water supply.  As well as leading to consumers having to cut back, a water crisis will mean the Government and housebuilders having to scrap many of their plans for building new housing.  It would also pose a threat to wildlife, the countryside, and food supplies.  All of this makes plans for managing water resources crucially important.  

Sadly the Environment Agency is planning to move too slowly on this critical issue.  Their level of ambition is disappointingly low.  There is a lack of leadership here from the Government, which ought to be urgently pressing the Agency to beef up its plans.

We need a wholesale rethink about some things we are all used to taking for granted, such as rain and drainage.  Rainwater is a precious resource we cannot afford to waste.  Recent specialist work on “sustainable urban drainage systems” (SUDS) needs to be put into practice on a large scale.  Planning permission for new developments should be linked to schemes for drainage and water management.  Householders should be encouraged to add SUDS to existing buildings.  Water companies need incentives to innovate to make water use more sustainable.

The Government has many mechanisms at its disposal.  A Draft Flood and Water Management Bill is now in front of Parliament.  Ofwat is currently reviewing water companies’ plans and prices.  The Environment Agency’s river plans need to be part of an integrated package for giving the vulnerable future of water supply the attention it deserves. “ 

--ENDS--

For a copy of the EIC “Response to Consultation on Draft River Basin Management Plans” please contact Victor Anderson on 0207 487 4741 / victor.anderson@eic-uk.co.uk

