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Tory Low Carbon Economy Strategy “A Valuable First Step, But…” 

Commenting on the launch of the Conservative Party’s Low Carbon Economic Strategy, Adrian Wilkes, Chairman of the Environmental Industries Commission [1], said:

“We welcome David Cameron’s plans to create a low carbon economy and make Britain a world leader in green technologies. This indepth analysis is a valuable first step, and proposes many well-targeted new environmental policies. 

“But the Conservative’s plans now need to focus on the precise industry support policies needed to “create hundreds of thousands of jobs, raise skills and improve Britain’s competitiveness” as Cameron hopes. 

“Any growth strategy for promoting the UK’s environmental industries needs both long-term regulatory targets to drive investment and innovation and coordinated support policies on R&D funding, skills and training, export assistance and the role of public procurement.

“Failure to put the right industry support policies in place will see millions of jobs and investment go abroad to countries like the USA where Barack Obama will shortly announce a comprehensive support programme for the environmental sector.”

--ENDS--

Notes to Editors

1. The Environmental Industries Commission (EIC) is the lead trade association for UK’s environmental technology and services industry, with over 330 Member Companies. EIC represents the main environmental sectors (water, air, land, waste, transport, marine, climate change, etc). It has the support of leading politicians from all three major political parties, industrialists, trade union leaders, environmentalists, and academics.

2. Conservative Party’s Low Carbon Economic Strategy can be accessed at:
3. EIC will launch its “Green Economy Strategy” on 27 January in the House of Commons – for more information contact danny.stevens@eic-uk.co.uk. This will set out recommendations for promoting the UK’s environmental technologies and services sector, including:
· A Formal Government-Coordinated Growth Strategy for Promoting the UK’s Environmental Technology Industry. 

· Long-Term Regulatory Targets to Support Investment and Innovation: e.g. ensuring that new environmental policies (and their enforcement) are not watered down by (polluting) industry lobbying.

· Support Policies: e.g using public procurement to create ‘lead markets’ to help environmental technologies scale up – such as low emission commercial buildings.

· A Policy of Technology Diffusion to Mainstream Industry: e.g. tax incentives for companies purchasing environmental technologies.

· A Supportive R&D Policy: e.g. provision of R&D funding on par with our major competitors.

· Export Promotion and Development Assistance: e.g. greater support for environmental exporters in overseas markets.

