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Suspension of Low Emission Zone Would Put Public Health at Risk
Commenting Mayor of London’s announcement today that he is suspending the next Phase of the London Low Emission Zone, Danny Stevens, Policy Director for the Environmental Industries Commission [1], said:

“In July last year Boris Johnson stated that “Londoners and visitors to our great city deserve to breathe air of the highest possible quality.” The Mayor has shown scant regard for this commitment today by announcing his intention to suspend the cornerstone of air quality policy in London – the Low Emission Zone.”

“Poor air quality is a danger to public health and has been shown to reduce life expectancy, impacting particularly on children, the elderly and those in poor health. Road transport is one of the most serious and growing sources of air pollution. Low Emission Zones make a real contribution to reducing these harmful emissions and, to date, the London scheme has made a valuable contribution to protecting public health.”
“Last week the European Commission launched legal proceedings against the UK for failing to meet EU air quality targets and poor air quality in London is one of the main reasons for this action. If Boris Johnson is truly dedicated to improving air quality in London, he must urgently commit to the future of Low Emission Zone.”
--ENDS--

Notes to Editors

1. The Environmental Industries Commission (EIC) is the lead trade association for UK’s environmental technology and services industry, with over 330 Member Companies. EIC represents the main environmental sectors (water, air, land, waste, transport, marine, climate change, etc). It has the support of leading politicians from all three major political parties, industrialists, trade union leaders, environmentalists, and academics.

