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Government plans to slow down biofuels targets a blow to UK jobs and carbon reduction targets

Leading Members of the renewable transport fuels industry have called for the Government to drop plans to slow down targets for biofuels and to focus instead on providing a clear long term policy framework that incentivises sustainable biofuels. (2)

 Merlin Hyman, Director of The Environmental Industries Commission, stated: 
“Cutting UK biofuel targets will hit investment in UK produced biofuels. The consequences of this are that the UK will have little ability to ensure the development of biofuels happens in a sustainable fashion and that the UK gains little benefit in terms of economic development and jobs from the growth of biofuels. The worst of both worlds”.

“Renewable Fuels Agency figures show that UK suppliers are the best performers on sustainability. The Government proposed slow down of the targets will, therefore, undermine Government’s targets to reduce carbon emissions – biofuels could potentially deliver urgently needed  global greenhouse gas savings of approximately 338 – 371 million tonnes of carbon dioxide per annum. (4)
EIC’s Renewable Transport Fuels Working Group is calling for the Government to:

· Leave the Renewable Transport Fuels obligation levels unchanged 

· Deliver a long term policy framework to the EU’s target for 10% renewable transport fuels by 2020. 

· Introduce mandatory sustainability standards for biofuels and extend these to other sectors.
--ENDS--

Notes to Editors

1. The Environmental Industries Commission (EIC) is the lead trade association for UK’s environmental technology and services industry, with over 330 Member Companies. EIC represents the main environmental sectors (water, air, land, waste, transport, marine, climate change, etc). It has the support of leading politicians from all three major political parties, industrialists, trade union leaders, environmentalists, and academics.

2. The Renewable Transport Fuel Obligation Programme (RTFO) is the main policy to help the UK meet its EU targets on Renewable Transport Fuels. It places an obligation on fuel suppliers to ensure that biofuels makes up the following percentage of their sales: 2.5% in 2008/9, 3.75% in 2009/10 and 5% in 2010/11.  The Consultation document can be found here.
3. The Renewable Fuels Agency has published its first quarterly report which shows that 97% of the fuel reported as coming from UK feedstocks met environmental sustainability standards. More information can be found here.
4. This figure is given in the Gallagher Review Report.  More information on the review can be found here.
5. For a copy of EIC’s response to the consultation please contact jo.o’brien@eic-uk.co.uk

