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“Mini Green Stimulus” is Key To Long-Term Success of the UK Economy 
The Government was today warned that it must not miss the opportunity of the Pre Budget Report to include a self-funded “mini green stimulus” to boost the UK’s environmental industry and so stimulate growth and “green jobs” by helping put British companies at the forefront of a $3 trillion global market place for environmental goods and services. 
This warning is part of a major new lobbying campaign launched today by the Environmental Industries Commission (EIC) [2], calling on the Government to use the forthcoming Pre-Budget Report to announce a “mini green stimulus” financed by efficiency savings made across Government, the direct recycling of any additional funding raised by applying the “polluter pays principle”, and allocating the remainder of the £405 million announced in the 2009 Budget to support the development of a low-carbon and advanced green manufacturing sector in the UK.
EIC’s campaign is supported by its new report “Stimulating Green Jobs: EIC Recommendations for Supporting the UK’s Environmental Industry in the 2009 Pre-Budget Report,” [3] which sets out a series of fiscal recommendations that the “mini green stimulus” should embrace, including:
1. The launch of an Environmental Industrial Strategy (that expands the Low Carbon Industrial Strategy to embrace wider environmental business opportunities).

2. A Green Jobs Investment Fund to invest in:
· Energy efficiency retrofitting of low-income family homes

· The construction of low-carbon social and affordable homes (on brownfield land)

· The construction of demonstration projects for new zero-carbon non-domestic community buildings

· The energy efficiency retrofitting of public buildings, such as schools and hospitals

3. Greater investment in energy efficiency, including:

· Urgent improvements to the Enhanced Capital Allowance Scheme

· Increasing the ambition of the Carbon Reduction Commitment

4. Support for brownfield development, including

· The construction of social housing and community buildings on brownfield land

· Applying the higher rate of landfill tax to contaminated material used on a landfill site

5. Support for far greater resource efficiency in business, including:

· Reverse funding cuts for programmes targeted at improving resource efficiency in business.
6. An urgent programme of air quality retrofit in the UK’s transport fleet, including:

· A National Framework for Low Emission Zones supported by funding for retrofit of PM and/or NOx abatement technologies

· An equivalent “Enhanced Capital Allowance” for retrofit technologies

7. Far greater support for the UK’s water industry, including:

· In the short to medium-term providing support for companies suffering from the challenges of the “boom and bust” five-yearly Periodic Review.

· In the longer term reviewing the regulatory regime for the Periodic Review to provide better value for consumers and greater regulatory certainty for the industry

8. Support for sustainable renewable transport fuels, including:

· Placing High Blend Biofuels (greater than 15%) into the Alternative Fuel Framework and provide specific duty rates for their use.
Commenting on the launch of the campaign, EIC’s Policy Director, Danny Stevens, said: “The 2009 Budget and the extra £1.4 billion for the UK’s environmental sector was inadequate – and put the UK at a competitive disadvantage. The forthcoming Pre-Budget Report cannot afford to make the same mistake. The Treasury must show UK leadership in stimulating the economy through support for the high-growth environmental technologies and services that will secure the UK’s competitiveness in the global low-carbon, resource-efficient economy of the future. 

“The UK has so far failed to adopt an ambitious green economic stimulus to support job creation, economic development and environmental protection. Whilst we recognise that the current political debate could restrain a substantial “green new deal” investment, we believe that a mini green stimulus, financed by efficiency savings, better application of the “polluter pays principle” and targeted allocation of existing public sector funds, is essential for driving the transition to a global low-carbon, resource-efficient economy – with UK businesses and jobs at its heart.”
--ENDS--

Notes to Editors 

1. For more information, contact Tristan Stubbs, EIC Public Affairs Manager (E: tristan.stubbs@eic-uk.co.uk or T: 0207 487 4741 / 07906 275685)
2. EIC is the lead trade association for UK’s environmental technology and services industry, with over 270 Member Companies. EIC represents the main environmental sectors (climate change, water, air, contaminated land, waste, transport, etc). It has the support of leading politicians from all three major political parties, industrialists, trade union leaders, environmentalists, and academics. For further information visit: www.eic-uk.co.uk
3. For a copy EIC’s report ‘Stimulating Green Jobs: EIC Recommendations for Supporting the UK’s Environmental Industry in the 2009 Pre-Budget Report’ email tristan.stubbs@eic-uk.co.uk
