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Mayor’s Draft Air Quality Strategy is Welcome, but we Need Urgent Action 

Commenting on the publication of the Mayor’s draft Air Quality Strategy, ‘Clearing the Air’ [1], EIC’s Policy Director, Danny Stevens, said:

“Following his election, Boris Johnson stated that “Londoners and visitors to our great city deserve to breathe air of the highest possible quality.” Over the last 12 months, however, you could be forgiven for thinking that this commitment existed in rhetoric alone. First the Mayor announced his intention to suspend the Low Emission Zone, and still the London Olympics falls foul of its commitment to improve air quality throughout its construction.
“The draft Air Quality Strategy suggests, however, that the Mayor might be serious about improving London’s air quality after all. At last the Mayor has a set of policies and proposals that could reverse the frightening trend of poor air quality that, according to recent estimates, caused 5,000 premature deaths in 2005 in London alone.
“Whilst welcoming the draft Air Quality Strategy in principle – and in particular the decision to reinstate Phase 3 of the Low Emission Zone, albeit two years late – we must be careful not to congratulate the Mayor too early. This much-delayed draft was originally due in July - if the same level of urgency is applied to implementation, we have many more years of poor air quality left in London. 

“Whilst the positive rhetoric and a new Strategy from the Mayor is very welcome, what we need most of all is urgent action. The European Commission has already launched legal proceedings against the UK for failing to meet EU air quality targets and poor air quality in London is one of the main reasons for this action. If Boris Johnson is truly dedicated to improving air quality in London, he must follow this draft Strategy with clear and immediate action.”

--ENDS--

Notes to Editors

1. The Mayor’s draft Air Quality Strategy, ‘Clearing the Air,’ is available at http://www.london.gov.uk/mayor/environment/air_quality/index.jsp
2. For more information, contact Danny Stevens, EIC Policy Director (E: danny.stevens@eic-uk.co.uk or T: 0207 935 1675 / 07793355472

3. EIC is the lead trade association for UK’s environmental technology and services industry, with over 300 Member Companies. EIC represents the main environmental sectors (climate change, water, air, contaminated land, waste, transport, etc). It has the support of leading politicians from all three major political parties, industrialists, trade union leaders, environmentalists, and academics. For further information visit: www.eic-uk.co.uk
