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UK “Falling Behind” Competitors – Budget Support For A Green Jobs Strategy Now “Vital and Urgent” - To Tackle Recession And Create Over 300,000 Jobs

As Korea, Japan, Germany and the US [1] launch “green new deals” to help create jobs and tackle the recession, a major “green jobs” lobbying campaign was launched today by The Environmental Industries Commission (EIC)[2] in the House of Commons. The new campaign urges Gordon Brown to use the 2009 Budget’s emergency spending measures to make the UK’s environmental industry an engine for growth and create over 300,000 jobs in the UK.

EIC has, in support of the lobbying campaign, published its “EIC’s Green Jobs Growth Strategy: Investing for the Future” report [3]. The report examines the market opportunities and the range of international “green jobs” policies, and makes a range of policy recommendations to put Britain at the forefront of a $3 trillion global business opportunity. EIC is calling for a Government Strategy embracing:

· A £10 billion “Green Jobs Investment Fund” in the 2009 Budget with:

· £6 billion for an infrastructure fund to build 50,000 new (low-carbon) social houses (on brownfield sites) in 2009/10 [creating/protecting approx 160,000 jobs]

· £1.5 billion for extra investment in energy efficiency retrofitting of low-income family homes in 2009/10 [creating approx 145,000 jobs]

· £1 billion extra investment on energy efficiency retrofitting of schools and hospitals in 2009/10 [creating approx 21,500 jobs]

· Long-term regulatory targets on pollution control to support investment and innovation (eg a national framework for new Low Emission Zones)
· Public procurement policies to develop markets for innovative environmental products

· Support for green jobs training across all Skills Councils

· Increased environmental R&D to a level that is in line with major international competitors (particularly Germany and Japan).

Adrian Wilkes, Chief Executive of The Environmental Industries Commission, stated:

“The UK’s environmental industries can become a new engine of growth that can create millions jobs. Its a £3 trillion world marketplace – but as Lord Mandelson recently recognised “this is going to be a fiercely competitive sector…we will need a smart strategic approach from government””.
“The UK has only a small window of opportunity if British companies are not to be left behind in the international race to dominate international environmental markets. But the Government has no coherent strategy and the UK is falling behind.” 

“President Obama, for example, has a raft of detailed policy proposals to make the USA the world leader in environmental industries. Germany has long promoted its environmental industry and generated annual exports of £50 billion compared to £10 billion of UK exports. Secretary of State Ed Miliband was pertinently honest in accepting recently that “some of our competitors have been better at this than us””.

“Immediate action by the Labour Government to steer future investment (both public and private) into green technologies is now both vital and urgent if the UK is to seize the green jobs bonanza.”

--ENDS--

Notes to Editors:

1. Obama’s environment policies can be read in full here: 

http://www.barackobama.com/pdf/issues/EnvironmentFactSheet.pdf
2. The Environmental Industries Commission (EIC) is the lead trade association for UK’s environmental technology and services industry, with over 300 Member Companies. EIC represents the main environmental sectors (climate change, water, air, contaminated land, waste, transport, etc). It has the support of leading politicians from all three major political parties, industrialists, trade union leaders, environmentalists, and academics. 

For further information visit: www.eic-uk.co.uk or ring Jo O’Brien at EIC on 0207 935 1675

3. For copies of “EIC’s Green Jobs Growth Strategy: Investing for the Future” please contact Danny Stevens on 0207 935 1675 / danny.stevens@eic-uk.co.uk 
