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Major Campaign Launched to Tackle Olympics’ “Failure” on Air Pollution

A coalition of cross party MPs [1] and leading industry experts have exposed the London Olympics’ failure to fulfill its commitment to tackle harmful emissions from construction machines used on site. 
Twenty-five cross party MPs and leading experts in the transport pollution control industry are calling on the Olympics site in east London, and other major construction projects, to ensure that the most polluting equipment used on site is fitted with suitable pollution control technology – thereby reducing particulate emissions by at least 85 per cent [2] – in line with London’s ‘Best Practice Guidance: The Control of Dust and Emissions from Construction and Demolition’ [3].

The Olympic Delivery Authority’s (ODA) ‘Sustainable Development Strategy’ includes a commitment to implementing the recommendations in the Best Practice Guidance. However, with construction on the London Olympic site well underway, there is no sign that this rhetoric has been backed up with action. 
Danny Stevens, Policy Director at the Environmental Industries Commission, says: “London is supposed to be a showcase for the world - demonstrating that it can put on the greenest Olympic games to date. Yet a commitment to tackle harmful emissions from the construction machinery used on site is being ignored.”
“Poor air quality is a danger to public health and has been shown to reduce life expectancy. It is, therefore, of great concern that the ODA is not taking its pledge to implement Best Practice Guidance on reducing polluting emissions seriously. Implementation of the Guidance will help ensure that the construction of the Olympics has a minimal impact on the health of local people.”
Poor air quality is currently estimated to reduce the life expectancy of every person in the UK by an average of 7-8 months [4] impacting particularly on children, the elderly and those in poor health. Emissions from demolition and construction sites have been shown to be a significant contributor [5].

The coalition campaign includes:

· A cross party Early Day Motion (EDM) tabled in Parliament;

· A briefing paper showing that devices for reducing harmful emissions from the most polluting construction machinery are available, proven and cost effective;

· A letter to Boris Johnson, Mayor of London;

· A letter to Tessa Jowell MP, Olympics Minister;

· A letter to Hugh Robertson MP, Shadow Olympics Minister, 

· A letter to Lord Coe, Chair of the London 2012 Organising Committee;

· A letter to David Higgins, Chief Executive of the Olympic Delivery Authority;
· A letter to Peter Ainsworth MP, Shadow Environment Secretary;

· A letter to Lord Hunt, Environment Minister;

· A letter to all London MPs urging them to sign the EDM and write to Boris Johnson in support of the campaign; and 

· A letter to all London MEPs urging them to write to Boris Johnson is support of the campaign.

For more information contact Danny Stevens E: danny.stevens@eic-uk.co.uk, or T: 0207 935 1675
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Notes to Editors

1. Twenty-five cross-party MPs have signed Early Day Motion 395 – Air Quality. The text of the EDM is:

That this house notes that poor air quality it is currently estimated to reduce the life expectancy of every person in the UK by an average of 7-8 months and impacts particularly on children, the elderly and those in poor health; notes that emissions from demolition and construction sites can be significant contributor to poor air quality in local areas; notes with concern the delay in implementing measures to reduce these emissions at major construction projects, including the Olympics; calls on all major construction projects, including the Olympics, to ensuring that the most polluting plant used on site is fitted with suitable pollution control technology in line with the ‘Best Practice Guidance: The Control of Dust and Emissions from Construction and Demolition.’
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=37411&SESSION=899 

2. ‘Best Practice Guidance On the Control of Dust and Emissions From Construction and Demolition’ 
http://www.london.gov.uk/mayor/environment/air_quality/docs/construction-dust-bpg.pdf 

3. In 2006, the Mayor of London published ‘Best Practice Guidance On the Control of Dust and Emissions From Construction and Demolition’ to assist architects, consultants, developers and local authority officers in establishing best practice for reducing emissions across all aspects of managing a demolition or construction site, including from non-road mobile machinery. The Guidance states that non-road mobile machinery with power outputs of over 37kW should be fitted with suitable after-treatment devices listed on an approved list managed by the Energy Saving Trust. 

http://www.london.gov.uk/mayor/environment/air_quality/docs/construction-dust-bpg.pdf 
4. National Air Quality Strategy

http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/airquality/strategy/index.htm
5. 
The City of Westminster’s draft Air Quality Strategy estimates that construction sites are responsible for 16 per cent of road transport emissions of particulate matter.
