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PRESS RELEASE
For Immediate Release: 8 September 2008

Contact: Merlin Hyman, EIC Director, 020 7935 1675 

EIC Urges Immediate Action on Low Carbon Economy

Commenting on the Government’s Manufacturing Strategy Review published today, Merlin Hyman, Environmental Industries Commission (EIC) Director, said:

“EIC Members welcome the focus on low carbon technologies in the Government’s Manufacturing Strategy Review. However, the Government’s strategy is inadequate to the challenge of a resource efficient low carbon economy – and to the scale of the opportunity for British industry.

“Last year the Commission on Environmental Markets and Economic Performance (CEMEP) reported to the Prime Minister with clear recommendations on the actions needed to move to a low carbon and resource efficiency economy. Today’s Review simply promises a new ‘Low Carbon Industrial Strategy’ next year - nearly two years after the CEMEP report. We need much greater urgency.

“The Review is also narrowly focused on renewables, low carbon cars and nuclear. There is no mention, for example, of the huge opportunities in the energy efficiency sector and no action to promote resource efficiency in the economy – indeed last year support for this was drastically cut back.

“The Government must act now to put in place a proper strategy for supporting environmental industries – or miss the opportunity to make the UK a global leader in the transition towards a low carbon and resource efficient economy.” 
--ENDS—

Notes to Editors:

1. The Manufacturing Strategy Review can be read in full here: http://www.berr.gov.uk/files/file47660.pdf 

2. The Commission on Environmental Markets and Economic Performance (CEMEP) was launched by Gordon Brown following the Stern Review to make detailed proposals as to how Britain can lead the development and maximise the opportunities of the new resource efficient, low-carbon economy.

3. The CEMEP report is available in full here: http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/business/commission/index.htm 

4. The Environmental Industries Commission’s mission is to provide a strong and effective voice for the UK's environmental technology and services industry. It was launched in 1995 and has grown rapidly to over 330 Member companies. 


