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PRESS RELEASE
For Immediate Release: 8 January 2007

UK Biofuels Industry Calls for EU to set Demanding Sustainability Standards for Biofuels 

The Environmental Industries Commission (EIC)1 has written2 to Andris Piebalgs, Commissioner for Energy, and Stavros Dimas, Commissioner for Environment, to call on the EU to require biofuels meet high standards of carbon savings and sustainability as part of the legal measures supporting their use.

The EU is planning to require Member States to achieve a 10% market share for biofuels by 2010 in the proposed Fuel Quality Directive and forthcoming Renewable Energy Directive. The standards biofuels will have to meet will be set out in the Renewable Energy Directive.

The EIC’s letter calls for the Renewable Energy Directive to include the following features: 

· Reward biofuels on the basis of greenhouse gas savings compared to fossil fuels, taking a whole life-cycle approach and requiring minimum greenhouse gas savings of 50%.

· Take account in these calculations of greenhouse gas emissions caused by land-use change resulting from biofuels – including clearance of forests and other high value habitats. 

· Put in place mandatory environmental and social standards covering issues including biodiversity impacts, workers rights, land rights and farming practices.

· Put in place monitoring of the social impacts of biofuels on vulnerable communities and regularly review policy in the light of the results.

· Ensure the standards set are practical so that biofuels suppliers can implement them effectively.

Graham Hilton, Chair of EIC Renewable Transport Fuels Working Group said: “EIC Members have led the way to call for Government support to be restricted to those biofuels making a real contribution to reducing carbon emissions and to sustainability. We, therefore, call on the EU to follow the lead of the UK Government in putting demanding carbon and sustainability standards at the heart of its policy on biofuels.

“The market leading standards being developed for biofuels must also be set for the food and fossil fuel sectors in the near term. EIC, and its Members, will continue to seek world best practice in environmental and social standards”
For further information contact: Merlin Hyman on 020 7935 1675 

--ENDS—

Notes to Editors:

1. The Environmental Industries Commission’s mission is to provide a strong and effective voice for the UK's environmental technology and services industry. It was launched in 1995 and has grown rapidly to over 330 Member companies. 
2. The full text of the letter to the Commissioners is: 

Commissioner Andris Piebalgs
Commissioner for Energy

Commissioner Stavros Dimas

Commissioner for Environment 

14 December 2007

Dear Commissioners,

RE: Renewable Energy Directive and Biofuels

I am writing to call for the EU to make the mandate to support biofuels in the Renewable Energy Directive conditional on biofuels achieving a minimum of 50% carbon savings and high standards of sustainability.

Environmental Industries Commission (EIC)
EIC was launched in 1995 to give the UK’s environmental technology and services industry a strong and effective voice with Government.

With over 330 member companies, EIC has grown to be the largest trade association in Europe for the environmental technology and services (ETS) industry. It enjoys the support of leading politicians from all three major parties, as well as industrialists, trade union leaders, environmentalists and academics. 

EIC’s Renewable Transport Fuels Working Group represents over 70 organisations from small biofuel producers to multinational commodity companies, and has actively participated in consultation around the policy and practical implementation of biofuels in the UK and EU.

EU Biofuels Policy

In order for the EU to achieve its carbon emission reduction targets all sectors of the economy, including transport, must contribute. Transport is a particular challenge as it is the fastest growing area of carbon emissions. Biofuels are one of the few commercially available fuel technologies able to produce carbon emissions savings from the transport sector.

However, biofuels can have adverse consequences if they are developed without due regard to sustainability and ensuring real carbon savings. It makes no sense, for example, to support those biofuels that lead to deforestation and habitat destruction. Furthermore it is important that biofuels are not seen as a solution on their own, or a replacement of measures to drive greater efficiency and demand reduction in the transport sector.

The UK biofuels industry is committed to developing biofuels that meet high standards of carbon and sustainability and do not have negative social impacts. The industry has worked closely with the UK Government to develop a system of carbon and sustainability standards to be included in the UK’s Renewable Transport Fuels Obligation (RTFO). 

EIC believes that, as a condition of an EU mandate for Member States to support biofuels, it is essential that there is a requirement to 1) reward biofuels on the basis of their carbon savings and 2) to require minimum sustainability criteria, including social standards. Such standards should be implemented as soon as possible and by 2010 at the latest. Rapid implementation is important both to ensure biofuels protect, rather than damage, the environment and to give the biofuels sector clear requirements as to how to direct its investment.

The standards put in place should include the following features:

· Reward biofuels on the basis of greenhouse gas savings compared to fossil fuels, taking a whole life-cycle approach and requiring minimum greenhouse gas savings of 50%.

· Take account in these calculations of greenhouse gas emissions caused by land-use change resulting from biofuels – including clearance of forests and other high value habitats. 

· Put in place mandatory environmental and social standards covering issues including biodiversity impacts, workers rights, land rights and farming practices.

· Put in place monitoring of the social impacts of biofuels on vulnerable communities and regularly review policy in the light of the results.

· Ensure the standards set are practical so that biofuels suppliers can implement them effectively.

I look forward to your comments.

Yours sincerely,

Merlin Hyman

Director

Environmental Industries Commission


