[image: image1.png]


PRESS RELEASE

For Immediate Release: 26 June 2008

Contact: Merlin Hyman, 020 7935 1675 

EIC calls for urgent action on energy efficiency

Commenting on the Government’s Renewable Energy Strategy published today, Merlin Hyman, Environmental Industries Commission’s (EIC) Director, said: 

“EIC Members welcome the increased impetus for renewable energy in the Government’s strategy. 
“However, the first priority of energy policy must be to improve energy efficiency and reduce demand. Energy efficiency has the potential to be the single biggest source of emissions savings by 2050 and is the cheapest way of meeting the UK’s renewable energy targets for 2020. 
“Despite this, all the Renewable Energy Strategy does is consolidate existing rhetoric on the “ultimate ambition” of using every unit of energy as efficiently as possible whilst promising nothing on delivery. 

“If we are going to make a successful transition to a low carbon economy and secure the UK’s competitiveness in global markets, a step change in reducing energy demand is needed now. I call on the Government to stop further delays and to act now on energy efficiency.”

--ENDS--

Note to Editors

1. The Environmental Industries Commission (EIC) is the lead trade association for UK’s environmental technology and services industry, with over 330 Member Companies. EIC represents the main environmental sectors (water, air, land, waste, transport, marine, climate change, etc). It has the support of leading politicians from all three major political parties, industrialists, trade union leaders, environmentalists, and academics.

2. A copy of the Renewable Energy Strategy can be read here: http://www.berr.gov.uk/energy/sources/renewables/strategy/page43356.html 

