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EIC Responds to Government Waste Exemptions Review
Commenting of the Government’s Waste Exemptions Review Merlin Hyman, Director of the Environmental Industries Commission, said

“Defra and the Environment Agency must get the detail of the review of Waste Exemptions right or risk bringing land remediation to a stop.”

“The land remediation sector is comfortable with the principle of moving from exemptions to simple permits - but as ever it will be the detail of the permitting that is key to the actual impact.”

“For the industry, there will be five important considerations:

· How long will it take to obtain a permit for use/re-use of material, compared with the time taken to register an exemption under the current arrangements?
· What will be the total cost of obtaining and operating under a permit, compared with the cost of registering an exemption?
· How will technical competence demonstration requirements be applied to these new permits?
· What will the surrender mechanism be for these permits on completion of the work?
· Will there be a pre-requisite for planning permission for the use of these permits?"
--ENDs--

Note to Editors

1. The Environmental Industries Commission (EIC) is the lead trade association for UK’s environmental technology and services industry, with over 330 Member Companies. EIC represents the main environmental sectors (water, air, land, waste, transport, marine, climate change, etc). It has the support of leading politicians from all three major political parties, industrialists, trade union leaders, environmentalists, and academics.
