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EIC Urges “Sea Change in Political Attitudes” to Benefit from UNEP’s Plans for a “Green New Deal”

Commenting on the publication of proposals for a “Global Green New Deal” by UNEP’s Green Economy initiative [1], designed to generate businesses in renewable energies, clean technology and resources management, Adrian Wilkes, Executive Chair of The Environmental Industries Commission [2], stated:

“This timely UN initiative highlights the importance of a sea change in political attitudes to ensure immediate action by Gordon Brown’s government to steer future investment (both public and private) away from financial speculation and into green technologies. This would allow the UK’s environmental industries to become a new engine of growth that can create hundreds of thousands of British jobs. “

“Environmental protection has economic as well as ecological benefits - notably jobs and exports in the UK’s fledgling environmental industries. Germany has long recognised this – and its environmental industry has generated ten jobs for every one job here. But, as UNEP’s Director stated, public policy is to date is totally inadequate.”

“I hope that Gordon Brown’s finance and industry ministers [3] will pay full attention when EIC shortly launches its “Growth Plan for the UK’s Environmental Industries”. EIC’s Plan will detail the range of policies that the UK Government must employ to ensure that the UK seizes the huge economic opportunity of - as this new UN report puts it - “the new green economy…a new engine of growth” that can create “hundreds of millions of jobs [worldwide]”.
“Investing in the talent of the UK’s environmental technology industry is vital if we are to avoid climate change and ecological crises that would make today’s financial crisis seem like a tea party!”
--ENDS--

Notes to Editors

1. Hilary Benn, Secretary of State for the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs and Achim Steiner, UNEP Executive Director launched the UNEP’s Green Economy Initiative – “A new Green Deal” today at a Defra press conference. 

For further information contact: Nick Nuttall, UNEP Spokesperson and Head of Media, on Tel: +254 733 632755; after 17 Oct 41 79 596 57 37, E-mail: nick.nuttall@unep.org 

2. The Environmental Industries Commission (EIC) is the lead trade association for UK’s environmental technology and services industry, with over 330 Member Companies. EIC represents the main environmental sectors (water, air, land, waste, transport, marine, climate change, etc). It has the support of leading politicians from all three major political parties, industrialists, trade union leaders, environmentalists, and academics. 

For further information visit: www.eic-uk.co.uk or ring Jo O’Brien at EIC on 0207 935 1675

3. Interestingly, Peter Mandelson and the new media and technology industries Minister, Stephen Carter, claimed that the importance of securing the future of that industry has increased due to the global financial crisis and undertook to accelerate Government action in a number of key areas.
