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Defra Guidance on Contaminated Land is a Missed Opportunity

Leading Members of the contaminated land remediation industry have today warned that the Government’s statement on “The Way Forward” is a missed opportunity to address the problems of the regulatory framework for land remediation. The Environmental Industries Commission (EIC) have welcomed the announcement of new guidance on the process to be followed to assess whether contaminated land is a threat to public health but denounced the lack of any guidance as to what the actual level of pollution that poses a significant risk is. Merlin Hyman, EIC Director, said:

“Assessing whether contamination from the legacy of our industrial past could be a threat to the public is an essential part of all brownfield developments. The new guidance announced by Defra is a welcome step forward in helping all those involved in dealing with contaminated land to follow a clear decision making process. 

“However, the Government has been slow to issue this long promised guidance and has not addressed levels of pollution that constitute a risk to public health. The responsibility for deciding on contamination risks lies with local authorities through the planning process. By refusing to provide guidance on the level of contamination that poses a risk and needs cleaning up, Government is leaving local authorities in the lurch - without criteria on which to make decisions. 
 

“This buck passing on the risk contaminated land poses will slow down decision making on development and regeneration projects - just when economic conditions are hitting the construction industry hard.

“Land assessment and remediation is key to building new housing on brownfield sites, regenerating derelict areas and the success of major projects such as the Olympics.

“The Government needs to act urgently on the regulatory framework for land remediation if these key environmental and social priorities are to be met.”

--ENDS—

Notes to Editors:

1. The Environmental Industries Commission’s mission is to provide a strong and effective voice for the UK's environmental technology and services industry. It was launched in 1995 and has grown rapidly to over 330 Member companies. For information see www.eic-uk.co.uk 
2. EIC’s Contaminated Land Working Group represents over 200 Member companies.

3. The guidance issued by Defra on contaminated land can be read in full here: http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/land/contaminated/pdf/wayforward080722.pdf 







