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PRESS RELEASE

For Immediate Release: 6 February 2008

Sustainable Urban Drainage “Critical” to Prevent Flooding

Leading Members of the water pollution prevention and control industry have today published a report calling for the Government to ensure the uptake of Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems (SUDS) in new developments. 

In its report ‘Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems: Overcoming the barriers’ the Environmental Industries Commission’s (EIC) Water Pollution Control Working Group highlights the role that SUDS could take in preventing flooding in the UK. 
Merlin Hyman, EIC Director, said: “Flood risk will increase in the future as climate change causes more intensive storms.  EIC has today written to Phil Woolas MP, Minister for the Environment, to urge him to remove the barriers to greater uptake of sustainable urban drainage systems to reduce flood risk in the future.”

Chris Hoggart, Chairman of the EIC’s Water Pollution Control Working Group, said: “It is critical that new urban developments do not further increase flooding risks. SUDS offer an alternative to piped and channelled drainage systems based on natural processes to reduce flood risk and improve water quality by more slowly releasing flood water into drainage systems and avoiding major storm peaks.”

EIC calls on the Government to implement the following actions:

· SUDS should be required by Building Regulations as the default option on all new developments. Where SUDS are not proposed there should be a requirement to prove that they cannot be implemented.

· Planning Guidance should set SUDS as a standard planning requirement on all new developments.

· The right to connect surface water drainage to a public sewerage system, as established in Section 106 of the Water Industry Act, should be repealed. 

· The guidance “Sewers for Adoption” should be reviewed to include SUDS techniques and the title changed to reflect the extended scope.

· The definition of a sewer should be extended to cover all SUDS systems.

· OFWAT should recognise adopted SUDS as part of Water Company Assets.
· Make one body overall responsibility for managing urban flood risk.
--ENDS--

For more information, please contact Lucy Grimshaw at EIC (E: lucy.grimshaw@eic-uk.co.uk, T: 0207 935 1675).
Note to Editors

1. A copy of the report ‘Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems: Overcoming the Barriers’ email is attached. 
2. The Environmental Industries Commission (EIC) is the lead trade association for UK’s environmental technology and services industry, with over 330 Member Companies. EIC represents the main environmental sectors (water, air, land, waste, transport, marine, climate change, etc). It has the support of leading politicians from all three major political parties, industrialists, trade union leaders, environmentalists, and academics.

3. EIC’s Water Pollution Control Working Group represents over 80 Members companies involved in water pollution prevention and control.
4. The EIC’s letter to Phil Woolas MP, Minister for the Environment reads:

Phil Woolas MP

Minister of State

Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs

Nobel House

17 Smith Square

London 

SW1P 3JR

4 February 2008

Dear Minister,

RE: EIC Position Paper of Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems (SUDS)

I am writing, on behalf of the Environmental Industries Commission’s (EIC) 330 Member companies - including over 80 companies involved in the water pollution control industry, to call on the Government to take action to increase the uptake of Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems (SUDS) to help combat flooding.

I enclose a copy of the position paper produced by the EIC’s Water Pollution Control Working Group setting out the reasons for the poor uptake of SUDS in the United Kingdom and the actions that the Government should take to encourage their use.

In the UK stormwater in urban areas is largely managed through engineered systems of drains and sewers with the aim of removing water as quickly as possible from urban areas. However, this approach has exacerbated the problem of stormwater flooding, as has been demonstrated by recent flooding incidents and those that took place in the summer of 2007. The current approach is also contributing to water quality problems as contamination on urban surfaces is washed rapidly off into nearby rivers. 

Flood risk will increase in the future due to climate change causing more intensive storms. It is critical, therefore, that new urban developments do not further increase flooding. SUDS offer an alternative to piped and channelled drainage systems that more realistically replicate natural hydrological processes to reduce flood risk by more slowly releasing flood water into drainage systems and avoiding major storm peaks. 

EIC’s paper, therefore, sets out recommendations to achieve a greater uptake of SUDS and to reduce future flooding risk. These include the following actions that should be implemented by the Government immediately: 

· SUDS should be the default option on all new developments. Where SUDS are not proposed there should be a requirement to prove that they cannot be implemented.  This should be reflected in Building Regulations.

· SUDS should normally be a planning requirement on all new developments. This should be reflected in planning guidance. 

· The right to connect surface water drainage to a public sewerage system, as established in Section 106 of the Water Industry Act, should be repealed. 

· The guidance “Sewers for Adoption” should be reviewed to include SUDS techniques and the title changed to reflect the extended scope.

· The definition of a sewer should be extended to cover all SUDS systems.  

· OFWAT should recognise adopted SUDS as part of Water Company Assets.
Additionally, the Government should implement the following longer term proposals:

· Give one body overall responsibility for managing urban flood risk.

· OFWAT should review the mechanism that Water Companies use to charge for surface water drainage to incentivise the control of surface water at source.

I would be grateful for your comments.

Yours sincerely,
Merlin Hyman

Director 

CC – 
Barbara Young, Chief Executive of the Environment Agency


Sir John Harman, Chairman of the Environment Agency


Lord Haskel, EIC Honorary President


Martin Hurst, Defra


Justin Johnson, Defra

