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PRESS RELEASE

Embargoed: 00.01am, 15 April 2008

Contact: Merlin Hyman, EIC Director, 020 7935 1675
New Biofuels Obligation: Government Must Move Rapidly to Mandatory Sustainability Standards 

Commenting on the launch of the Renewable Transport Fuels Obligation (RTFO) on 15 April, which will require biofuels to be included in fuel sold at pumps across the UK, the Environmental Industries Commission (EIC) welcomed the new measure –but warned that Government policy must move rapidly to require high standards of sustainability.

Graham Hilton, Chair of EIC’s Renewable Transport Fuels Working Group, said: 

“Biofuels have the potential to produce significant carbon emissions savings from the transport sector and I welcome the introduction of the RTFO.
“The RTFO will include an independent reporting system to demonstrate whether biofuel included in petrol and diesel sold to the public is producing environmental benefits.
 

“The Environmental Industries Commission and its Members have worked hard to help develop world leading standards in the Renewable Transport Fuels Obligation and is now lobbying for these in the EU Renewable Energy Directive.
 

“Unfortunately for our members, and the British public, only a small percentage of biofuels delivered under the obligation will be of UK origin and we, together with Government, must continue our efforts to ensure that we build an industry on the ground capable of delivering secure sustainable fuel to these high standards.”
---ENDS---
Notes to Editors

1. The Renewable Transport Fuels Obligation is a legal obligation for suppliers to ensure that 5% of fuel sold to motorists across the country comes from renewable sources by 2010/11.
2. The Environmental Industries Commission (EIC) works to provide the environmental technology and services industry with a strong and effective voice with Government in the debate about how to ensure that British companies succeed a rapidly growing worldwide market. With over 330 company Members, EIC is now the lead trade association for the ETS industry.

3. EIC’s Renewable Transport Fuels Working Group represents over 70 companies. 

