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PRESS RELEASE
For Immediate Release: 22 August 2008

Contact: Lucy Grimshaw, 020 7935 1675 

EIC welcomes RFA report on biofuels sustainability

Commenting on the publication of the first of the Renewable Fuels Agency’s monthly reports on lifecycle greenhouse gas savings and sustainability of biofuels supplied under the Renewable Transport Fuels Obligation (RTFO), Graham Hilton, Chairman of the Environmental Industries Commission’s Renewable Transport Fuels Working Group, said:

“The RFAs first report highlights the apparent lack of data regarding the UK’s current Biofuel supplies. 
“However, we should remember that the UK has set the lead in establishing Carbon and Sustainability criteria for biofuels, and that initially the availability of data will be less than ideal. The RFA have a huge job ahead in ensuring greater compliance with the reporting standards and tightening those standards as loopholes become apparent, and industry developments allow better environmental performance. EIC and its members fully support the RFA in this task and are committed to the highest standards for biofuels.

“It is perverse that the current negative publicity, largely surrounding current imports, should be quoted by many as a reason to delay the development of a UK industry so committed to raising standards. I hope that common sense will prevail.”

--ENDS—

Notes to Editors:

1. The Environmental Industries Commission’s mission is to provide a strong and effective voice for the UK's environmental technology and services industry. It was launched in 1995 and has grown rapidly to over 330 Member companies. For information see www.eic-uk.co.uk 
2. EIC’s Renewable Transport Fuels Working Group represents over 70 organisations from small biodiesel producers to multinational commodity companies, and has actively participated in consultation around the policy and practical implementation of biofuels in the UK.

3. The first RFA monthly report is available here: http://www.dft.gov.uk/rfa/_db/_documents/RFA_monthly_report_Apr_May_2008.pdf 

