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Obama’s Environmental Policies Threaten to Leave UK Behind on Environment Industry Jobs

A comprehensive programme to create 5 million new ‘green collar’ jobs set out by US Presidential victor Barack Obama threatens to leave the UK trailing in the global race to capitalise on the huge new opportunities for environmental technologies – the Environmental Industries Commission (EIC) has warned.

Key points in Obama’s programme includes:

· A pledge to invest £150 billion to create 5 million new green collar jobs by 2020

· Converting manufacturing centres into Clean Technology Leaders through a federal investment programme - including support for car companies to retool to create new fuel-efficient cars 

· A Green Jobs Corps for ‘disconnected youth’ to improve energy conservation and efficiency of homes and buildings in local communities 

· Doubling federal science and research funding for clean energy projects

· Creation of a Clean Technologies Deployment Venture Capital Fund.

· A Grant Program for Early Adopters of new building codes that prioritise energy efficiency.

In the 1990s the previous Democratic Presidency, under Clinton and Gore, prioritised the environmental industry for Government support through, inter alia, a Technology Innovation Strategy; The Environmental Technology Initiative; A National Environmental Technology Strategy; and the Environmental Technologies Exports: Strategic framework for US Leadership. The result was a $9 billion trade surplus.

The rapidly growing environmental marketplace will produce huge economic benefits for those countries that gain early-mover advantage and dominate world markets. Global demand for environmental products and services is currently $1,370 billion pa, and predicted to grow to $2,740 billion by 2020. 
Commenting on Obama’s environmental proposals, Adrian Wilkes, EIC Chairman, said: “Obama has set out a comprehensive and exciting set of policies to support the USA in the transition to a low carbon and resource efficient economy. This is a warning to Gordon Brown and Peter Mandelson that the UK risks falling behind in the race to develop the environmental technologies of the future.

“The Government must back UK companies to seize the opportunity to lead the world in environmental technologies, or else millions of jobs that could have been created in the UK will go abroad to countries like the USA that are putting in place comprehensive support programmes.

“The Environmental Industries Commission calls on the UK Government to follow President-Elect Obama’s lead and commit to a comprehensive environmental industry strategy of incentives, research funding and skills development needed for the UK to lead the low carbon and resource efficient economy of the future.”
--ENDS--

Notes to Editors:

1. The Environmental Industries Commission’s mission is to provide a strong and effective voice for the UK's environmental technology and services industry. It was launched in 1995 and has grown rapidly to over 330 Member companies. For information see www.eic-uk.co.uk 
2. Obama’s environment policies can be read in full here: 

http://www.barackobama.com/issues/pdf/EnvironmentFactSheet.pdf 

3. UNEP report ‘Green Jobs: Towards Decent Work in a Sustainable, Low-Carbon World’ 

http://www.unep.org/labour_environment/features/greenjobs.asp 






