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EIC Call For Action To Tackle Emissions From Construction Sites

Leading Members of the transport pollution control industry have today called on the government to adopt guidance for local authorities to reduce emissions from construction and demolition sites. The call comes as part of the Environmental Industries Commission’s (EIC) response to the Defra consultation on Local Air Quality Management Guidance [3]. 

Commenting on the need for government guidance Danny Stevens, EIC Deputy Director, said: “Poor air quality has major implications for public health - particularly children, the elderly and those in poor health.”

“EIC welcomes the guidance to help local authorities improve the management of air quality in their areas, however the government’s plans so far ignore the problem at construction sites. When you consider that construction sites are estimated to be responsible for 16 per cent of road transport emissions of particulate matter [4] – and that the UK is already on course to fail to meet many of its air quality obligations - this is simply not good enough. “
“EIC is urging the government to urgently come forward with guidance to local authorities to tackle air quality at construction sites. This must facilitate coordinated action across all aspects of managing a construction site, including emissions from non-road mobile machinery - with a clear recommendation to fit suitable pollution control technologies to the most polluting machinery.”
--ENDS--

Note to Editors
1. The Environmental Industries Commission (EIC) is the lead trade association for UK’s environmental technology and services industry, with over 330 Member Companies. EIC represents the main environmental sectors (water, air, land, waste, transport, marine, climate change, etc). It has the support of leading politicians from all three major political parties, industrialists, trade union leaders, environmentalists, and academics.

2. EIC’s Transport Pollution Control Working Group represents over 40 Member companies including world leaders in the supply of exhaust aftertreatment, suppliers of clean and low greenhouse gas fuels, such as biodiesel, alternative fuels, diesel water emulsions and low ash lubricating oils, suppliers of catalysts and catalysed components and consultants covering transport and the environment.

3. Defra recently consulted on draft guidance to local authorities on a range of measures for improving air quality in their areas, including the implementation of Low Emission Zones. 

4. The City of Westminster’s draft Air Quality Strategy estimates that construction sites are responsible for 16 per cent of road transport emissions of particulate matter.
