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PRESS RELEASE
For Immediate Release: 7 July 2008

Contact: Lucy Grimshaw, 020 7935 1675 

EIC cautiously welcomes Gallagher Review – but warns of risks of delay

Commenting on the Gallagher Review of indirect impacts of biofuels report, published today, Graham Hilton, Chairman of the Environmental Industries Commission’s Renewable Transport Fuels Working Group, said:

“EIC welcomes the Review’s confirmation of the role of sustainable biofuels in tackling dangerous climate change and its conclusion that there is sufficient land to provide food and fuel.

“Prof. Gallagher states that “We cannot afford to abandon biofuels as part of a low carbon transport future.” We fully agree - but the Review’s recommendations on targets risk undermining the role of sustainable biofuels in tackling dangerous climate change. Industry needs Government to set reliable and long-term targets to enable industry to invest in production and research to deliver sustainable biofuels.

“EIC endorses the Review’s recommendation on the need for strong sustainability standards. The UK biofuel industry, including many EIC members, has worked very hard to establish carbon and sustainability standards that will ensure that biofuels deliver real carbon benefits and protect the environment. 

“We also fully support the recommendation that standards are needed for all agricultural production. The standards applied to biofuels are far in excess of those applied by other industries and demonstrate our commitment to leading from the front.”
“The Prime Minister is right to state that there are good and bad biofuels, and to raise the issue of the impact on food prices of US corn based biofuels at the G8 summit. However, food production also faces challenges from climate change, lack of investment and increasing energy costs – ‘good’ biofuels could play a key role in tackling all three.” 

 

--ENDS—

Notes to Editors:

1. The Environmental Industries Commission’s mission is to provide a strong and effective voice for the UK's environmental technology and services industry. It was launched in 1995 and has grown rapidly to over 330 Member companies. For information see www.eic-uk.co.uk 
2. EIC’s Renewable Transport Fuels Working Group represents over 70 organisations from small biodiesel producers to multinational commodity companies, and has actively participated in consultation around the policy and practical implementation of biofuels in the UK.

3. On Friday the Prime Minister stated that “there are good and bad biofuels”. More information is available here: http://www.guardian.co.uk/politics/2008/jul/05/gordonbrown.internationalaidanddevelopment 


