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EIC Urges Against Weakening Lorry Emission Standards 

Leading Members of the transport pollution control industry have today called on the UK Government to back European Commission plans for tight emission standards for lorries.  

The calls comes as part of the Environmental Industries Commission’s (EIC) response to the Department for Transport consultation on the European Commission’s proposals for Euro VI emission standard for heavy-duty vehicles [4]. Commenting on the Euro VI proposals Danny Stevens, EIC Deputy Director, said:

“Poor air quality is a killer. Emissions from heavy-duty vehicles are a significant contributor to poor air quality in the EU – in the UK alone poor air quality is currently estimated to reduce the life expectancy of every person in the UK by an average of 7-8 months.
“It is crucial, therefore, that EU legislation restricting pollution from heavy-duty vehicles is as ambitious as possible – and implemented at the earliest opportunity. The UK Government must, therefore, press the EU to resist calls from the European Parliament to weaken proposed new emission limits. 

“The attempt to weaken the proposed emission limits ignores the fact that technologies already exist to achieve the Commission’s original proposals. Given this EIC also believe that it is feasible for the emission limits to be implemented earlier than the Commission’s proposals.
“EIC also call on the Government to back the Commission’s proposals to introduce provisions allowing Member States to grant financial incentives encouraging early compliance with the proposed standards. In particular, these incentives should be available for the retrofit of exhaust systems that bring older vehicles to an equivalent emission standard. This would go a long way to improving air quality in the EU.”
--ENDS--

Note to Editors

1. The Environmental Industries Commission (EIC) is the lead trade association for UK’s environmental technology and services industry, with over 330 Member Companies. EIC represents the main environmental sectors (water, air, land, waste, transport, marine, climate change, etc). It has the support of leading politicians from all three major political parties, industrialists, trade union leaders, environmentalists, and academics.

2. EIC’s Transport Pollution Control Working Group represents over 40 Member companies including world leaders in the supply of exhaust aftertreatment, suppliers of clean and low greenhouse gas fuels, such as biodiesel, alternative fuels, diesel water emulsions and low ash lubricating oils, suppliers of catalysts and catalysed components and consultants covering transport and the environment.
3. The European Parliament Environment Committee voted on the European Commission’s proposals for Euro VI emission standards – see below - on 15 July 2008. 

The Committee has voted for the following amendments to the above proposals:

· Implementation date of 1 January 2013 for new Type Approvals and 1 January 2014 doe newly registered vehicles. 

· An increase in the NOx limit to 500 mg/kWh from the Commission's proposed 400 mg/kWh – all other limits on pollutants remain ounchanged. 
· Removal of the provisions allowinfg Member States to provide financial incentives for new vehicles to meet the standards before the deadline – it is not clear whether this also removes the provisions allowing financial incentives for retrofitting to Euro VI before the deadline.
4. The European Commission’s proposals for a Regulation on Euro VI emissions limits for heavy-duty vehicles were published in December 2007. 

Regulations come into force throughout the EU from the moment they are passed at European level without the need for Member States to take any measures to implement them. They are, therefore, universally binding across the EU.

Euro VI would require an 80 per cent reduction of nitrogen oxide and 67 per cent reduction of PM emissions in comparison with Euro V.

For a summary of the Commission’s proposals contact EIC (danny.stevens@eic-uk.co.uk). 

The purpose of the DfT consultation is to inform the UK’s negotiating position as the Euro VI Regulation makes its way through the EU legislative process. 

4. EIC’s Transport Pollution Control Working Group response to the consultation reads: 
Simon Davies

Cleaner Fuels and Vehicles

Department for Transport

Zone 1/34

Great Minster House

76 Marsham Street

London

SW1P 4DR

1 October 2008

Dear Mr Davies,

RE: EIC Response to the DfT Consultation on Proposals for A Regulation on Euro VI Emissions Limits for Heavy-Duty Vehicles
Thank you for the opportunity to input into this inquiry.

Environmental Industries Commission  (EIC)

EIC was launched in 1995 to give the UK’s environmental technology and services industry a strong and effective voice with Government.

With over 330 Member companies EIC has grown to be the largest trade association in Europe for the environmental technology and services (ETS) industry. It enjoys the support of leading politicians from all three major parties, as well as industrialists, trade union leaders, environmentalists and academics.

EIC’s Transport Pollution Control Working Group represents over 40 Member companies including world leaders in the supply of exhaust aftertreatment, suppliers of clean and low greenhouse gas fuels, such as biodiesel, alternative fuels, diesel water emulsions and low ash lubricating oils, suppliers of catalysts and catalysed components and consultants covering transport and the environment.
1. Introduction 

Members of EIC’s Transport Pollution Control Working Group support the European Commission’s proposals for Euro VI emissions standards but would like to take this opportunity to make specific comments in a number of areas.

2. Main Response

This section of the consultation address a number of specific issues, all of which are not necessarily addressed in the questions in the consultation document. EIC believe that it is crucial that the Government considers these points in full when considering its negotiating position in the EU. 

2.a Emission Limits – PM & NOx

The emission limits proposed by the European Commission would result in a 80 per cent reduction in oxides of nitrogen and an 80 per cent reduction in PM compared to Euro VI.

EIC fully support these proposed emission limits.

Our Members are concerned that the European Parliament Environment Committee recently voted to increase the NOx limit to 500 mg/kWh from the Commission's proposed 400 mg/kWh. EIC rejects DfT’s conclusion that the fuel consumption penalty associated with the proposal will be 8 per cent – see below. 

EIC urge the Government to press for the Commission’s orginal limit for NOx is retained. 

EIC Members report that the emission limits are achievable using proven technologies, several of which are deployed in systems which supplied to OEMs today for the manufacture of heavy duty diesel vehicles which meet the proposed Euro VI standard. We would be pleased to supply further details if that would be helpful.

We are concerned, however, at the potential power of the EU Commission to introduce a limit on the NO2 component of NOx, as it appears that the objective and stringency of that limit is not specific.  We would therefore ask for clarification from the EU on the potential use of this power, to allow vehicle manufacturers and their suppliers the opportunity to take account of this in their technology choices.
2.b Particle Number

The European Commission’s proposal includes a commitment to introduce a limit on the number of particles emitted. EIC fully support the introduction of a particulate number limit to supplement the mass limit. 

However, our Members acknowledge that it may be some time before sufficient data exists to set particulate number limit values, therefore we support the government’s position that it would be undesirable to delay implementation of Euro VI for this reason. 

If a particle number limit is set mid way through the Euro VI period, EIC also support the Government’s view that the limit should be set at a level that reflects the performance of technologies that fully met the other requirements of the standard at that time. This, of course, is on the condition that the final Euro VI emission limits are implemented according to the Commission’s original proposal.

2.c Impact on CO2

The consultation sets out the government’s concern with the impact of the proposed emission limits on carbon dioxide emissions. The European Commission estimates that the proposals will result in a 2 – 3 per cent rise in fuel consumption. The Government, however, estimates that it is likely to be closer to an 8 per cent increase.

As aforementioned, our Members believe that the fuel consumption penalty of 2 – 3 per cent indicated by the European Commission is more accurate than the 8 per cent suggested by the UK government. 

3. Implementation Dates

It is proposed that Euro VI comes into force on 1 April 2013 for new Type Approvals and 1 October 2014 for all newly registered vehicles.

EIC, however, would support earlier implementation of Euro VI.

EIC Members report that the basic technologies exist to allow the achievement of the emissions limits for the regulated pollutants contained in the proposed Euro VI standard. We believe, therefore, that it is feasible for Euro VI to be implemented earlier than the Commission’s proposals. 

At the very latest the Regulation should be implemented in line with the recent European Parliament Environment Committee decision - 1 January 2013 for new Type Approvals and 1 January 2014 for newly registered vehicles.
4. Financial Incentives 

The Regulation includes provisions to allow Member States to grant financial incentives for early uptake of Euro VI or for retrofitting of vehicles to meet the limit values as set out in the Euro VI standard.

EIC fully support this proposal and would wish these incentives to be positively encouraged. 
In particular, we would wish these incentives to be available for the retrofit of exhaust systems which bring older vehicles to an emissions standard which is equivalent to Euro VI. 

It is widely accepted that the greatest improvements to emissions from the current vehicle parc result from adoption of the retrofit strategy. This can have a significant impact more rapidly than the new vehicle replacement strategy, with its inherently higher costs and long lead-times. 

Recent Defra modeling has confirmed that retrofit of older vehicles is a positive measure, in terms of the cost-benefit analysis, as a means to achieving improved public health in our major urban conurbations.

It is not clear whether the European Parliament Environment Committee’s recent decision to remove the provisions allowing Member States to provide financial incentives for new vehicles to meet the standards before the deadline also removes the provisions allowing financial incentives for retrofitting to Euro VI before the deadline. 

EIC urge the Government to ensure – at the very least - that the provisions allowing financial incentives for retrofitting to Euro VI before the deadline are retained in line with the European Commission’s original proposal. 

If the provisions are removed from the final Regulation, EIC urge the Government to develop independent plans to offer such financial incentives.
5. World Harmonised Drive Cycles
EIC supports the commitment to use of the World Harmonised Heavy Duty Cycles for engine type-approval, rather than on the currently-used European drive cycle. 

This will reduce the burden of multiple testing for different global markets.
6. Certification 

EIC urge the Government to work with other EU countries to develop a robust, technically sound European certification procedure for retrofit technologies, which could be deployed not only for approvals to the Euro VI standard, but also for certification to the Euro IV and Euro V standards. 

With the advent of a rapidly increasing number of Low Emissions Zones across Europe, such a standard would be welcomed by the retrofit industry and would minimize the administration associated for operators in complying with those aones. 

It would be helpful if the Euro VI Regulation include a provision requiring the European Commission to consider such a proposal. We would be happy to meet with relevant DfT officials to discuss this proposal in greater detail.

I trust you will find these comments helpful.

Yours sincerely,
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Merlin Hyman,

Director

� EMBED PBrush  ���








[image: image2.png]


_1170764480

