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EIC Welcomes New Department But Urges Equal Focus on Other Key Environment Challenges

Commenting on the Prime Minister’s decision to create new Energy and Climate Change Department, Merlin Hyman, Director of the Environmental Industries Commission [1], said:

“Giving energy and climate change policy its own seat at the cabinet table will facilitate the kind of joined up decision making we need to put sustainable energy policy at the heart of tackling dangerous climate change - but work needs to start immediately. We cannot afford to lose momentum just to accommodate a change in the government furniture.

“The first priority of the new Department must be to enhance both energy efficiency and reduce absolute energy demand. A step change in energy efficiency would play a key role in meeting the target of reducing carbon emissions by at least 26 per cent by 2020, help meet the UK’s renewable energy targets and create many thousands of green collar jobs.
“The new Department must not, however, draw attention away from tackling the equally challenging issues we face, such as vastly improving resource efficiency and air quality.”

--ENDS--

Notes to Editors

1. The Environmental Industries Commission (EIC) is the lead trade association for UK’s environmental technology and services industry, with over 330 Member Companies. EIC represents the main environmental sectors (water, air, land, waste, transport, marine, climate change, etc). It has the support of leading politicians from all three major political parties, industrialists, trade union leaders, environmentalists, and academics.
