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Government Accused of Failing to Deliver on Energy Efficiency

The Government is failing to deliver on its “ultimate ambition” [1] of using every unit of energy as efficiently as possible. This is the conclusion of a coalition of leading business and environmental organisations [2] who have today published an assessment of the Government’s energy efficiency policies [3]. The assessment reveals that, while the Government has been strong on rhetoric, it has made little progress on delivery in the past year. 
Last year, a coalition of cross party MPs and some of the country’s leading energy experts and business leaders launched a Joint Statement on Energy Efficiency setting out clear and achievable measures that would drive a step change in energy efficiency. The ‘Energy Efficiency Scorecard’ published today assesses the Government’s performance against the recommendations in the Statement and reveals that progress has been disappointing. Key areas of failure identified include:
· compliance with the Government’s own targets for public sector building projects; 

· improving incentives for the take up of energy efficient technologies in business;

· providing new incentives for achieving absolute emission reductions in existing homes.
The Renewable Energy Strategy launched by the Prime Minister last week acknowledged that energy efficiency measures are the most effective way of meeting the UK’s targets. Yet, the Strategy simply consolidated existing rhetoric on energy efficiency policy whilst promising nothing on delivery.
Merlin Hyman, Director of EIC, said: “If we are going to make a successful transition to a low carbon economy and secure the UK’s competitiveness in global markets, a step change in reducing energy demand is needed now. The potential is huge. The Stern Review, for example, identified that energy efficiency has the potential to be the single biggest source of emissions savings by 2050.
“The ‘Energy Efficiency Scorecard’ reveals that the Government is failing to deliver on energy efficiency. We urgently need an ambitious range of policies for securing energy savings right across the economy.”

--ENDS--

Notes to Editors

1. Chapter 2 of the Government’s Renewable Energy Strategy stated that “Our ultimate ambition is that we use every unit of energy as efficiently as possible.”

http://renewableconsultation.berr.gov.uk/consultation/consultation_summary
2. The full list of signatories to the Energy Efficiency Scorecard are: 

Environmental Industries Commission; Aldersgate Group; Association of UK Energy Agencies; Green Alliance; Greenpeace; Institution of Mechanical Engineers; Institute of Public Policy Research; Micropower Council; National Energy Foundation; RSPB; Town and Country Planning Association; UK Business Council for Sustainable Energy and WWF
3. For a copy of the full Energy Efficiency Scorecard contact danny.stevens@eic-uk.co.uk 

