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Strong EU Environmental Industry Vital to Tackling Recession 

Commenting on the European Commission’s Economic Recovery Plan [1] Adrian Wilkes, Chairman of the Environmental Industries Commission [2], said:

“The European Commission’s call for a rapid shift to a low carbon economy as a crucial way out of a deepening economic downturn is a welcome acknowledgement of EIC’s long argued message that that environmental protection and economic development can – and must - advance together. However, we need urgent action to turn this positive rhetoric into real economic growth.  

“The low carbon economy will be a massive engine of growth, producing huge economic benefits for those countries that gain early-mover advantage and creating millions of jobs. However, we have only a small window of opportunity to secure these benefits for Europe. Failure to act will see millions of jobs and investment go abroad to countries like the USA that are putting in place comprehensive support programmes [3]. 

“EIC recently launched “A Growth Plan for Europe's Environmental Industry: Policy Recommendations for Promoting Europe's Environmental Technology and Services Industry (ETS)” which provides a comprehensive strategy to put Europe at the forefront of this huge global opportunity. 

We urge the Commission to urgently adopt these recommendations as a way of tackling the unprecedented challenges Europe is facing  – not only from a financial crisis that threatens to reach a scale never before seen but also from an ecological time bomb that would make today’s financial crisis seem like a tea party. These challenges can – and must – be tackled together.”
--ENDS--

Notes to Editors

1. The European Commission’s Economic Recovery Plan can be accessed at 
http://ec.europa.eu/commission_barroso/president/pdf/Comm_20081126.pdf 

2. The Environmental Industries Commission (EIC) is the lead trade association for UK’s environmental technology and services industry, with over 330 Member Companies. EIC represents the main environmental sectors (water, air, land, waste, transport, marine, climate change, etc). It has the support of leading politicians from all three major political parties, industrialists, trade union leaders, environmentalists, and academics. For further information visit: www.eic-uk.co.uk or ring Jo O’Brien at EIC on 0207 935 1675
3. President Elect Obama’s environment policies can be read in full here: http://www.barackobama.com/issues/pdf/EnvironmentFactSheet.pdf
Key points in Obama’s programme includes:

· A pledge to invest £150 billion to create 5 million new green collar jobs by 2020

· Converting manufacturing centres into Clean Technology Leaders through a federal investment programme - including support for car companies to retool to create new fuel-efficient cars 

· A Green Jobs Corps for ‘disconnected youth’ to improve energy conservation and efficiency of homes and buildings in local communities 

· Doubling federal science and research funding for clean energy projects

· Creation of a Clean Technologies Deployment Venture Capital Fund.
· A Grant Program for Early Adopters of new building codes that prioritise energy efficiency.
