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Climate Change Committee’s Recommendations Must Be Backed Up With Urgent Action
Commenting on the Committee on Climate Change’s interim advice on the level of the 2050 target under the Climate Change Bill, Merlin Hyman, Director of the Environmental Industries Commission [1], said:

“We welcome the Committee’s call for a target to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 80 per cent by 2050 would lay the foundations for the UK to develop a truly low carbon economy over the next 50 years – and beyond. If the government is serious about tackling climate change it must adopt the Committee’s recommendations in full. 

“Simply setting the targets, however, is not enough. Meeting the targets will require urgent government action and the first priority must be a step change in energy efficiency.

“EIC welcome the Committee’s focus on energy efficiency and believe that a step change in the way we use energy in the UK is the cheapest and most effective way of meeting the targets. We urgently need, therefore, a range of policies for securing energy savings right across the economy that are as equally ambitious as today’s recommendations.”

EIC recommend that the government responds to today’s recommendations with the following measures:

· EU Emissions Trading Scheme – The UK should commit to greater auctioning of allowances across all sectors covered by the scheme – not just the power sector.

· Carbon Reduction Commitment – this new scheme focused on the non-energy intensive sector is a welcome measure, but it is insufficiently ambitious in the context of the Committee’s recommendations. The target savings should be increased and the threshold reduced from 6,000 Mwh of electricity use per annum to 1,000 Mwh (which the Government’s own research shows would be cost effective.

· Buildings – the Government’s targets for zero carbon new build over the next decade is a welcome step in the right direction and must be supported with equally ambitious policies for existing buildings.

--ENDS--

Notes to Editors

1. The Environmental Industries Commission (EIC) is the lead trade association for UK’s environmental technology and services industry, with over 330 Member Companies. EIC represents the main environmental sectors (water, air, land, waste, transport, marine, climate change, etc). It has the support of leading politicians from all three major political parties, industrialists, trade union leaders, environmentalists, and academics.
