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PRESS RELEASE

For Immediate Release: 7 January 2008

‘MOT’ Scheme for Oil Tanks Vital to Cut Spills 

Leading Members of the oil and marine pollution prevention and control industry have today published a report concluding that oil spills could be cut by at least a third by implementing a mandatory ‘MOT’ scheme to cover all commercial oil tanks over 200 litres. The Scheme would require commercial oil tanks to undergo regular inspections to ensure that they are fit for purpose and do not pose a risk to the environment from spills.

In its report ‘The Need for an ‘MOT’ Scheme for Oil Tanks: A Better Regulation Measure for Reducing Pollution Incidents from Oil and Fuel,’ [1] the Environmental Industries Commission’s (EIC) [2] Oil and Marine Working Group [3] highlights that, whilst the Oil Storage Regulations [4] have resulted in a welcome reduction in the number of oil spills, there were still 398 pollution incidents caused during filling and storage of oil tank in 2006 – given that some 70 per cent of incidents still go unreported [5] the real figure can be expected to be over 1,000. 
Merlin Hyman, Director of EIC, says: “The impact of inland oil pollution incidents can be huge: devastating wildlife; making homes uninhabitable and polluting important water supplies for decades. Whilst the Oil Storage Regulations have resulted in a welcome decline in the number of oil spills, the latest Environment Agency figures show that the Government is still falling well short of its target to reduce the number of oil-related pollution incidents. 

Oil and fuels are the most frequently reported type of pollutant of inland waters in England and Wales. However, the Environment Agency does not currently undertake specific inspections of oil storage tanks. A mandatory MOT scheme could be implemented under the Oil Storage Regulations as a better regulation measure targeted directly at reducing the risk caused by pollution incidents from oil and fuel.
The key features of a mandatory MOT scheme are:

· A mandatory check of the oil tank when it is first installed by a competent technician and a certificate issued confirming proper installation.

· After installation, the first ‘MOT’ inspection would be carried out after 5 years of operation, then every two years thereafter until the tank has been installed for 15 years when the tank will be subject to a mandatory ‘MOT’ inspection every year. 

· After each inspection a certificate would be provided to confirm that the tank had successfully passed and was suitable for operation.

· If a tank fails its ‘MOT’ inspection the operator would be required to carry out the necessary repairs – a further inspection would be made once the remedial works have been done.

· It would be illegal for an oil supplier to fill a tank that does not have a valid ‘MOT’ certificate.

Merlin Hyman continued: “EIC believe that it is vital to introduce a mandatory ‘MOT’ scheme for oil tanks so that regular inspection of oil tanks becomes part of normal commercial practice – in the way that the CORGI scheme protects the public from the risks of gas appliances.”

--ENDS--

For more information, please contact Merlin Hyman at EIC (E: merlin.hyman@eic-uk.co.uk, T: 0207 935 1675).
Note to Editors

1. For a copy of the report ‘The Need for an ‘MOT’ Scheme for Oil Tanks: A Better Regulation Measure for Reducing Pollution Incidents from Oil and Fuel’ email danny.stevens@eic-uk.co.uk
2. The Environmental Industries Commission (EIC) is the lead trade association for UK’s environmental technology and services industry, with over 330 Member Companies. EIC represents the main environmental sectors (water, air, land, waste, transport, marine, climate change, etc). It has the support of leading politicians from all three major political parties, industrialists, trade union leaders, environmentalists, and academics.

3. EIC’s Oil and Marine Working Group represents over 60 Members companies involved in oil and marine pollution prevention and control.
4. The Control of Pollution (Oil Storage) (England) Regulations 2001 set minimum standards for the storage of oil at industrial, commercial and institutional premises and aim to reduce the number of significant oil pollution incidents by 50 per cent.
5. The Oil Care Campaign Report ‘An Analysis of Inland Oil and Fuel Incidents in England and Wales’ concluded that over 70 per cent of incidents involving oil and fuels are not captured by established systems.
