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Growth Plan For EU Environmental Industry “Vital” to Tackling Recession 

A major new action plan [1] to make Europe’s environmental industry an engine for growth to take Europe out of recession was launched today by leading representatives of the sector at a major conference in Brussels hosted by European Commission President Jose Manuel Barrosso[2]. 

“A Growth Plan for Europe's Environmental Industry: Policy Recommendations for Promoting Europe's Environmental Technology and Services Industry (ETS)” has been written by the Environmental Industries Commission (EIC) [3], the largest representative body for the ETS sector in Europe.

EIC’s Growth Plan is designed to influence Europe’s plans for a coordinated economic recovery package of public investment and tax cuts (which EU Heads of State began planning at last Friday’s Summit) and the EU’s input at this weekend’s Washington crisis summit. President-Elect Obama is expected to propose a range of policies to boost growth in America’s environmental industry [4].

EIC’s Growth Plan sets out six recommendations to put Europe at the forefront of this huge global business opportunity:

· A Strategy for Promoting the European Environmental Technology Industry. 

· Long-Term Regulatory Targets to Support Investment and Innovation: e.g. ensuring the EU Emission Trading Scheme is not watered down by industry lobbying.

· Support Policies: e.g using public procurement to create ‘lead markets’ to help environmental technologies scale up – such as low emission commercial buildings.

· A Policy of Technology Diffusion to Mainstream Industry: e.g. supporting Member States to provide tax incentives for companies purchasing environmental technologies.

· A Supportive R&D Policy: e.g. making it much simpler for small companies to access EU R&D funding.

· Export Promotion and Development Assistance: e.g. provide greater support for environmental exporters to understand the demands of overseas markets.

Adrian Wilkes, Executive Chair of The Environmental Industries Commission [3], stated:

“The EU’s environmental industries can become a new engine of growth that can create millions jobs. However, a sea change in political attitudes is vital to ensure immediate action by the European Union to steer future investment (both public and private) away from financial speculation and into green technologies.”

“Europe has only a small window of opportunity if European industry is not to be left behind in the international race to dominate international environmental markets. President Elect Obama, for example, has a raft of detailed policy proposals to make the USA the world leader in environmental industries.”
“Investing in the talent of the EU environmental technology industry is vital if we are to avoid climate change and ecological crises that would make today’s financial crisis seem like a tea party!”
--ENDS--

Notes to Editors

1. For copies of “A Growth Plan for Europe's Environmental Industry: Policy Recommendations for Promoting Europe's Environmental Technology and Services Industry (ETS)” contact Merlin Hyman on 0207 935 1675 / merlin.hyman@eic-uk.co.uk

2. EU President Barroso’s conference on “reforming the Budget, Changing Europe” has a special session devoted to Competitiveness, at which Adrian Wilkes of EIC will contribute alongside Business Europe.

3. The Environmental Industries Commission (EIC) is the lead trade association for UK’s environmental technology and services industry, with over 330 Member Companies. EIC represents the main environmental sectors (water, air, land, waste, transport, marine, climate change, etc). It has the support of leading politicians from all three major political parties, industrialists, trade union leaders, environmentalists, and academics. 

For further information visit: www.eic-uk.co.uk or ring Jo O’Brien at EIC on 0207 935 1675

4. Obama’s environment policies can be read in full here: 

http://www.barackobama.com/issues/pdf/EnvironmentFactSheet.pdf
