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Biofuels Industry backs MPs calls for demanding sustainability standards for biofuels 

Leading Members of the biofuel industry have today supported the Environmental Audit Committee’s call for the Government to make support for biofuels dependent on it meeting demanding environmental and sustainability standards1 – but stressed the potential of biofuels to make an important contribution to cutting carbon emissions from the transport sector.

The Environmental Industries Commission2 welcomed the Committee’s conclusion that biofuels can reduce carbon emissions but acknowledged that the industry has to prove that it can provide benefits without adverse effects and provide value for money.

Graham Hilton, Chair of EIC Renewable Transport Fuels Working Group3 said: “EIC Members have always been strong supporters of measures to ensure that only those biofuels making a real contribution to reducing carbon emissions and to sustainability should be given Government support. 

“The industry has worked hard to develop these standards. The Renewable Transport Fuels Obligation will provide an independent reporting system to demonstrate whether biofuel included in petrol and diesel sold to the public is producing environmental benefits.

“The MPs highlight the potential for new, more sustainable, biofuels technologies – the key to this is to create demand through long term Government policy support which incentivises carbon savings and sustainability.

 “I welcome the Committee’s acknowledgement that the market leading standards being developed for biofuels could pave the way for improved practice in other agricultural sectors and the food industry. EIC, and its Members, will continue to seek world best practice in environmental and social standards”
Merlin Hyman, EIC Director, said: “In order for the UK to achieve its carbon emission reduction targets all sectors of the economy, including transport, must contribute. 

“Biofuels are one of the few commercially available technologies able to produce significant carbon emissions savings from the transport sector, and should be used as part of a range of solutions, not a silver bullet.” 

For further information contact: Merlin Hyman on 020 7935 1675 

--ENDS—

Notes to Editors:

1.The Environmental Audit Committee report “Are Biofuels Sustainable” is published on 21 January. 

2. The Environmental Industries Commission’s mission is to provide a strong and effective voice for the UK's environmental technology and services industry. It was launched in 1995 and has grown rapidly to over 330 Member companies. For information see www.eic-uk.co.uk 
3. EIC’s Renewable Transport Fuels Working Group represents over 70 organisations from small biodiesel producers to multinational commodity companies, and has actively participated in consultation around the policy and practical implementation of biofuels in the UK.


