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PRESS RELEASE
For Immediate Release: 2 May 2008

Contact: Lucy Grimshaw, 020 7935 1675 

Environmental Audit Committee report undermines investment in sustainable biofuels

Commenting on the House of Commons Environmental Audit Committee’s (EAC) reply to the Government’s response to the “Are biofuels sustainable?” report, published today, Graham Hilton, Chairman of the Environmental Industries Commission’s Renewable Transport Fuels Working Group, said:

“The UK Biofuel industry, including many EIC members, has worked very hard to establish carbon and sustainability standards which will ensure that biofuels deliver real carbon benefits and protect the environment. 

“These standards are far in excess of those applied by other industries and demonstrate our commitment to leading from the front and constantly improving on the range of benefits which the EAC have agreed can accrue from “good biofuels”. 
 

“The EAC report and the uncertainty this has created has helped all but stop investment in UK biofuels. To then complain of the resulting risks of imported product is perverse.  
 

“The call for a moratorium ignores the most important risk to habitats and food production - dangerous climate change, whilst undermining investment in an industry which is trying to produce real world solutions and factual debate.”

--ENDS—

Notes to Editors:

1. The Government response to the Environmental Audit Committee report “Are Biofuels Sustainable?” is available in full here: http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmselect/cmenvaud/528/528.pdf 

2. The Environmental Audit Committee report “Are Biofuels Sustainable” was published on 21 January and is available in full here: http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmselect/cmenvaud/76/76.pdf  

3. The Environmental Industries Commission’s mission is to provide a strong and effective voice for the UK's environmental technology and services industry. It was launched in 1995 and has grown rapidly to over 330 Member companies. For information see www.eic-uk.co.uk 
4. EIC’s Renewable Transport Fuels Working Group represents over 70 organisations from small biodiesel producers to multinational commodity companies, and has actively participated in consultation around the policy and practical implementation of biofuels in the UK.


