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PRESS RELEASE
For Immediate Release: 1 May 2008

Contact: Merlin Hyman, EIC Director, 020 7935 1675 

EIC Urges Immediate Government Action on CEMEP Recommendations

Commenting on the Government statement “Building a Low Carbon Economy,” published today in response to the Committee on Environmental Markets and Economic Performance (CEMEP) report, Merlin Hyman, EIC Director, said:

“The Government response is inadequate to the challenge of a resource efficient low carbon economy – and to the scale of the opportunity for British industry.

“It is often assumed, wrongly, that you cannot lead the way on protection of the environment and achieve economic success - the CEMEP report showed that in reality the future of global competitiveness will be based on a resource efficient low carbon economy.”

Key recommendations in the CEMEP report that EIC is calling for more urgent action on are: 

· Implementing an environmental policy framework which is “long, loud and legal” so that investors can have confidence in investing in resource efficient and low carbon technologies.

· Ensuring environmental policy and regulation is designed to support and incentivise environmental innovation.

· Using public procurement to create markets for innovative environmental technologies.

· R&D support for environmental innovation which matches the resources being put in by our competitors across the world.

--ENDS—

Notes to Editors:

1. The Committee on Environmental Markets and Economic Performance (CEMEP) was launched by Gordon Brown following the Stern Review to make detailed proposals as to how Britain can lead the development and maximise the opportunities of the new resource efficient, low-carbon economy.

2. The Government’s response to the CEMEP report, Building a Low Carbon Economy: Unlocking Environmental Innovation and Skills is attached.  

3.The CEMEP report is available in full here: http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/business/commission/index.htm 

4. The Environmental Industries Commission’s mission is to provide a strong and effective voice for the UK's environmental technology and services industry. It was launched in 1995 and has grown rapidly to over 330 Member companies. 

5. EIC was represented on the Commission by Peter Young, Strategy Director at Enviros.


