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PRESS RELEASE
For Immediate Release: 8 May 2008

Contact: Lucy Grimshaw, 020 7935 1675 

EIC Calls for consistent guidance on emissions reductions from non road mobile machinery 

The Environmental Industries Commission has today written to Jim Fitzpatrick MP, Minister for Transport, to call for consistent guidance on emissions reductions from non road mobile machinery based on the London ‘Best Practice Guidance On the Control of Dust and Emissions From Construction and Demolition’. Merlin Hyman, EIC Director, said:

“Poor air quality is a killer – it is currently estimated to reduce the life expectancy of every person in the UK by an average of 7-8 months and has estimated equivalent health costs of up to £20 billion each year. Demolition and construction sites are a massive contributing factor to poor air quality. 
 

“Adoption of similar guidance in other cities must be consistent with the London guidance.
 

“EIC propose a ‘Low Emissions Toolkit for Demolition and Construction Sites’ setting out a range of measures local authorities can implement to reduce emissions from demolition and construction sites. This should include emission standards for non-road mobile machinery, including a requirement to fit suitable after-treatment devices to all non-road mobile machinery operating over a specified power output.
 

“The Considerate Constructors Scheme should introduce a requirement for the implementation of emission standards for non-road mobile machinery to be a condition of achieving Considerate Constructors status.” 

--ENDS—

Notes to Editors:

1. In 2006, the Mayor of London published ‘Best Practice Guidance On the Control of Dust and Emissions From Construction and Demolition’ to assist architects, consultants, developers and local authority officers in establishing best practice for reducing emissions across all aspects of managing a demolition or construction site, including from non-road mobile machinery.
2. The Environmental Industries Commission’s mission is to provide a strong and effective voice for the UK's environmental technology and services industry. It was launched in 1995 and has grown rapidly to over 330 Member companies. For information see www.eic-uk.co.uk 
3. EIC’s Transport Pollution Control Working Group represents over 40 leading companies in the transport emissions sector.

4. The full text of the EIC’s letter to Jim Fitzpatrick MP, Minister for Transport, reads:

Jim Fitzpatrick MP

Parliamentary Under Secretary of State

Department for Transport

Great Minster House

76 Marsham Street

London

SW1P 4DR

8 May 2008

Dear Minister,

RE: Government Guidance for Local Authorities for the Implementation of Measures to Reduce Emissions from Non Road Mobile Machinery Technology

I am writing on behalf of the Environmental Industries Commission’s (EIC) Transport Pollution Control Working Group, which represents over 40 leading companies in the transport pollution control sector, to urge the Government to adopt guidance for UK cities wishing to follow London by implementing measures to reduce emissions from non road mobile machinery, and, in support of this, to facilitate the implementation of a National Certification Program for after-treatment devices suitable for non-road mobile machinery.
1. Guidance

Air pollution is currently estimated to reduce the life expectancy of every person in the UK by an average of 7-8 months with estimated equivalent health costs of up to £20 billion each year.
Dust and emissions from demolition and construction sites can have a significant impact on air quality, not only on the site itself but also on the health of people living and working in the surrounding area. 

A significant proportion of these emissions come from non-road mobile machinery used on demolition and construction sites. For example, figures from the recent European Commission Technical Review of the Non Road Mobile Machinery Directive shows that, in 2005, construction machinery was responsible for 18 per cent of PM10 emissions in the EU-15. The report highlights that the construction machinery sector in the UK is one of the major contributors to this. 

Fitting suitable after treatment devices to non-road mobile machinery can reduce these emissions by up to 85 per cent. 

In 2006, the Mayor of London published ‘Best Practice Guidance On the Control of Dust and Emissions From Construction and Demolition’ to assist architects, consultants, developers and local authority officers in establishing best practice for reducing emissions across all aspects of managing a demolition or construction site, including from non-road mobile machinery.

EIC believe that the London Best Practice Guidance is a timely and appropriate measure to address the problem of emissions from demolition or construction sites and we would welcome the adoption of similar guidance in other cities.

However, our Members believe that this should be done in a way that is consistent with what has been implemented in London.
In order to achieve this, EIC believe that the Government should adopt a ‘Low Emissions Toolkit for Demolition and Construction Sites’ setting out a range of measures local authorities can implement to reduce emissions from demolition and construction sites. At the heart of this must be consistent emission standards for non-road mobile machinery, including a requirement to fit suitable after-treatment devices to all non-road mobile machinery operating over a specified power output threshold - the London Best Practice Guidance states that non-road mobile machinery with power outputs of over 37kW should be fitted with suitable after-treatment devices listed on an approved list managed by the Energy Saving Trust.  
One approach would be to introduce a requirement under the Considerate Constructors Scheme for the implementation of emission standards for non-road mobile machinery to be a condition of achieving Considerate Constructors status.
2. A National Certification Program

To complement a ‘Low Emissions Toolkit for Demolition and Construction Sites’ EIC also believe that the Government should facilitate the implementation of a National Certification Program for after-treatment devices suitable for non-road mobile machinery. 

The cost of establishing a certification programme will be a significant barrier for other cities considering introducing measures for reducing emissions from non-road mobile machinery. Furthermore there is a danger that if separate certification programmes are established in different cities, the after-treatment devices that will have to be fitted to non-road mobile machinery will have to meet different requirements in different areas. 

A national scheme could, of course, be based on this work already done by London.
I look forward to hearing from you. 

Yours sincerely,

Merlin Hyman

Director

CC
Baroness Vadera, Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Business and Competitiveness


Jonathan Shaw MP, Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Defra


