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Parliamentary Campaign Launched for London Olympics to Tackle Air Pollution

A coalition of cross party MPs and leading industry experts have today launched a Parliamentary Campaign [1] calling on the London Olympics to fulfill its pledge to tackle harmful emissions from construction equipment used on site. 
Twenty-nine cross party MPs and leading experts in the transport pollution control industry are calling on major construction projects, such as the Olympics site in east London, to implement the ‘Best Practice Guidance: The Control of Dust and Emissions from Construction and Demolition’ [2] by ensuring that the most polluting equipment used on site is fitted with suitable pollution control technology – thereby reducing emissions by up to 85 per cent [3].

The Olympic Delivery Authority’s ‘Sustainable Development Strategy’ includes a commitment to implementing the recommendations in the Best Practice Guidance. However, with construction on the London Olympic site well underway, there is no sign that this positive rhetoric has been back up with action. 
Poor air quality is currently estimated to reduce the life expectancy of every person in the UK by an average of 7-8 months [4] impacting particularly on children, the elderly and those in poor health. Emissions from demolition and construction sites have been shown to be a significant contributor[5]. Furthermore, construction sites are often located in areas of high air pollution, such as London – adding a further health burden on those living close to these sites. 
Danny Stevens from the Environmental Industries Commission, says: “The London Olympics has pledged to be the most environmental yet – that must include ensuring this huge construction project does not contribute to poor air quality.

“Poor air quality is a killer. It is about time that the ODA acted on its commitment to implement the London Best Practice, including protecting the public from poor air quality by ensuring that suitable pollution control technology is fitted to the equipment used on site.”

“Cars, buses, lorries and other heavy-duty road vehicles have long been subject to strict emission controls, yet the equipment used on construction sites remains unregulated and free to pollute.”
--ENDS--

Notes to Editors

1. Twenty-nine cross-party MPs have signed Early Day Motion 2059 – Air Quality. The text of the EDM is:

That this House notes that poor air quality is currently estimated to reduce the life expectancy of every person in the UK by an average of seven to eight months and impacts particularly on children, the elderly and those in poor health; further notes that emissions from demolition and construction sites can be significant contributors to poor air quality in local areas; and calls on major construction projects such as for the Olympics to implement the Best Practice Guidance: The Control of Dust and Emissions from Construction and Demolition, by ensuring that all plants over 37 kilowatts are fitted with suitable pollution control technology.
2. In 2006, the Mayor of London published ‘Best Practice Guidance On the Control of Dust and Emissions From Construction and Demolition’ to assist architects, consultants, developers and local authority officers in establishing best practice for reducing emissions across all aspects of managing a demolition or construction site, including from non-road mobile machinery. The Guidance states that non-road mobile machinery with power outputs of over 37kW should be fitted with suitable after-treatment devices listed on an approved list managed by the Energy Saving Trust. 

http://www.london.gov.uk/mayor/environment/air_quality/docs/construction-dust-bpg.pdf 
3. ‘Best Practice Guidance On the Control of Dust and Emissions From Construction and Demolition’
http://www.london.gov.uk/mayor/environment/air_quality/docs/construction-dust-bpg.pdf 

4. National Air Quality Strategy

http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/airquality/strategy/index.htm
5. Figures from the recent European Commission Technical Review of the Non Road Mobile Machinery Directive shows that, in 2005, construction machinery was responsible for 18 per cent of PM10 emissions from the non-road mobile machinery sector in the EU-15. The report highlights that the construction machinery sector in the UK is one of the major contributors to this.

http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/mechan_equipment/emissions/direct.htm 






