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PRESS RELEASE

For Immediate Release

Biofuels Industry Backs Calls for Strict Carbon and Sustainability Standards 

Leading Members of the biofuels industry have today called on the Government to put in place minimum requirements for sustainability and carbon savings. The standards would form part of a new Government requirement for biofuels to be included in fuel sold at petrol stations across the country known as the Renewable Transport Fuels Obligation (RTFO)1.

In its response to the Department of Transport Consultation on the RTFO, the Environmental Industries Commission’s (EIC)2 Renewable Transport Fuels Working Group3 has called for minimum carbon savings and sustainability standards to be introduced by 2010. This would build on mandatory reporting on carbon and sustainability for the first two years of the RTFO, which is due to commence in 2008.

The criteria proposed by EIC would provide an independent system to ensure that the biofuel included in petrol and diesel sold to the public under the RTFO won’t damage valuable wildlife and habitats such as rainforests. It would also tie the level of support offered to biofuels to the amount of carbon savings they deliver. 

. 

Adrian Wilkes, Chairman of EIC said: “Biofuels offer an important opportunity to help tackle the growing carbon emissions from transport – but public support depends, rightly, on us developing the right biofuels. EIC Members are committed to an RTFO that both stimulates biofuels and has robust carbon and sustainability standards at its heart.” 

“It would be a mistake for the Government to wait for international standards to be agreed. Instead the Government should be brave and announce its intention to ensure that biofuels meet strict, externally audited, widely accepted and mandatory sustainability and carbon standards by 2010."
--ENDS--

For more information, please contact Merlin Hyman at EIC (E: merlin.hyman@eic-uk.co.uk, T: 0207 935 1675).
Notes to Editors
1. The RTFO is a legal requirement on fuel suppliers to ensure 5 per cent of all UK fuel comes from a renewable source by 2010. 
2. The Environmental Industries Commission (EIC) is the lead trade association for UK’s environmental technology and services industry, with over 320 Member Companies. EIC represents the main environmental sectors (water, air, land, waste, transport, marine, climate change, etc). It has the support of leading politicians from all three major political parties, industrialists, trade union leaders, environmentalists, and academics.
3. EIC’s Renewable Transport Fuels Working Group represents over 40 organisations from small biodiesel producers to multinational commodity companies, and has actively participated in consultation around the policy and practical implementation of biofuels in the UK.
