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PRESS RELEASE

For Immediate Release

Local Measures for Tackling Air Pollution “Crucial” for Meeting the UK’s National Air Quality Objectives

Leading experts in the transport pollution control industry have today welcomed the Government’s Air Quality Strategy as an essential blueprint of national policies to deliver cleaner air across the UK. However, they stress that local measures aimed at cutting harmful emissions from the transport sector, including retrofitting pollution control technology to the most polluting lorries, coaches and buses will continue to have a crucial role to play in tackling poor air quality and must be seen as being complementary to the national policies.  

The Air Quality Strategy presents a number of policy options for improving air quality across the UK as a whole. No single measure set out in the Strategy will achieve the UK’s air quality objectives alone. Therefore a package of measures is needed.

Road transport is one of the most serious and growing sources of air pollution and the Environmental Industries Commission’s (EIC)[1] Transport Pollution Control Working Group [2], which represents leading companies in the transport pollution control sector, believe that a targeted programme of retrofitting pollution control technology in areas of poor air quality is the most effective option to help achieve air quality objectives in local areas with the clear benefit of improved public health.

Mike Galey, Chairman of the EIC Transport Working Group, said: “Whilst EIC welcomes the Government’s package of measures for improving air quality on a national level, there are some hotspot problem areas, such as cities, that will continue to suffer from poor air quality unless measures are implemented at a local level. 

“Road transport is one of the most serious and growing sources of air pollution and a targeted, local programme of retrofitting pollution control technology to the most polluting vehicles can make a valuable contribution to meeting the UK’s national air quality objectives and to improving public health. The London Low Emission Zone is a good example of a scheme aimed at improving air quality. The Government must support other cities to introduce similar schemes.”
Martin Williams, Head of Air Quality at Defra, said: “Air quality in the UK has improved considerably over the last few decades and much has been achieved through the implementation of tighter controls over emissions of harmful pollutants from industry, transport and domestic sources.
"The Air Quality Strategy highlights the importance of local as well as national measures in improving air quality. It points to the important role of local authorities and of action taken at a local level. Additionally, new technologies and innovation will continue to play a useful role.” 

EIC looks forward to working with the Government to support the introduction of local low emission zones.
--ENDS--

For more information, please contact Danny Stevens at EIC (E: danny.stevens@eic-uk.co.uk T: 0207 935 1675).
Notes to Editors
1. The Environmental Industries Commission (EIC) is the lead trade association for UK’s environmental technology and services industry, with over 320 Member Companies. EIC represents the main environmental sectors (water, air, land, waste, transport, marine, climate change, etc). It has the support of leading politicians from all three major political parties, industrialists, trade union leaders, environmentalists, and academics.
2. EIC’s Transport Pollution Control Working Group represents over 40 Member companies including world leaders in the supply of exhaust aftertreatment, suppliers of clean and low greenhouse gas fuels, such as biodiesel, alternative fuels, diesel water emulsions and low ash lubricating oils, suppliers of catalysts and catalysed components and consultants covering transport and the environment.

