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PRESS RELEASE
For Immediate Release: 19 November 2007

EIC Welcomes CEMEP Report – But Urges Immediate Action

The Environmental Industries Commission (EIC) has welcomed an important new report1 launched by Gordon Brown today examining how the UK can move to a low carbon and resource efficient economy and give the UK a competitive advantage in the global marketplace.

The Committee on Environmental Markets and Economic Performance (CEMEP) was launched by Gordon Brown following the Stern Review to make detailed proposals as to how Britain can lead the development and maximise the opportunities of the new resource efficient, low-carbon economy.

Commissioners included Peter Young, Strategy Director at Enviros, representing EIC.

Key recommendations in the report include:

· Government environmental policy should be “long, loud and legal” so that investors can have confidence in investing in resource efficient and low carbon technologies.

· Government should ensure that it sets out and adheres to well-defined timetables for the implementation of environmental legislation.

· Government should use public procurement to create “lead markets” for innovative environmental solutions.

· Make greater use of  ‘dynamic’ performance standards to drive improvements in the resource efficiency of products.

Adrian Wilkes, EIC Chairman, commented “It is often assumed, wrongly, that you cannot lead the way on protection of the environment and achieve economic success - this important report shows that in reality the future of global competitiveness will be based on a resource efficient low carbon economy.”
“This report must not be shelved like some of its predecessors - Government must act immediately to implement its recommendations and seize the opportunity to gain a competitive advantage for the UK economy. It must urgently put in a policy framework from legislation and fiscal polices, to public procurement and R&D support to drive the uptake of resource efficient technologies now.”

For further information contact: Adrian Wilkes or Merlin Hyman on 020 7935 1675 

--ENDS—

Notes to Editors:

1. The Report of the Commission on Environmental Markets and Economic Performance will be available at the No.10 website: www.number10.gov.uk/output/Page1.asp 

2. The Environmental Industries Commission’s mission is to provide a strong and effective voice for the UK's environmental technology and services industry. It was launched in 1995 and has grown rapidly to over 330 Member companies. 

