Sir

NGOs have recently waged a strong campaign to ensure that the Government only supports environmentally sound biofuels (‘Biofuels may be backfiring’ –19 August 2007). The 70+ biofuel companies we represent couldn’t agree more.

Biofuels have the potential to help reduce carbon emissions from transport, the fastest growing area of emissions. However some biofuels, like most technologies, can have adverse consequences if they are developed without regard to sustainability and real carbon savings. We fully agree that it makes no sense to support those biofuels which lead to deforestation and habitat destruction.

The Government will introduce next year a legal requirement to include biofuels in the fuel sold at petrol stations across the country. This gives it the ability to ensure that only the right biofuels, which meet high standards of sustainability and deliver significant reductions in carbon emissions, are developed. 

The Government is now consulting on how to achieve this. Our organization and its members are working, with Government and NGOs, to develop clear, robust and sensible standards. We would encourage Government to apply these standards as soon as possible and by 2010 at the latest.
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