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PRESS RELEASE

For Immediate Release

Low Emission Zone Welcomed as “Essential” for Tackling Poor Air Quality in London

The Mayor’s decision to implement a Low Emission Zone (LEZ) across London has been welcomed by leading experts in the transport pollution control industry as a essential measure for cutting harmful emissions from the most polluting lorries, coaches and buses, particularly as London currently suffers the worst air pollution in the UK.

The Environmental Industries Commission’s (EIC) Transport Pollution Control Working Group, which represents leading companies in the transport pollution control sector, believes an LEZ is the most effective option to help achieve air quality objectives in London, with the clear benefit of improved public health for its residents and visitors alike.

The LEZ will cover the Greater London area and will be implemented in two phases:

· Phase 1 is effective from February 2008 and requires heavier lorries (over 12 tonnes) to meet the full Euro 3 emissions standard or retrofit an approved particulate trap.  This requirement is extended to lighter HGVs, coaches and buses from July 2008. 

· Phase 2 is effective from January 2012 and requires lorries, coaches and buses to meet the Euro 4 emissions standard or retrofit to achieve the particulate emissions limit within that standard.

Mike Galey, Chairman of the EIC Transport Working Group, said: "London suffers from the worst air quality in the country. Residents and visitors alike have had no choice but to suffer the consequences of poor air quality standards as a necessary price to pay for living, working and visiting our capital city. A London-wide LEZ to cover the whole of the Greater London Authority (GLA) area is the most effective option for taking the essential, and urgent, steps required to improve air quality in London."
“EIC welcomes the decision that LEZ compliance will based on emission standards rather than the age of the vehicle. The scheme gives vehicle operators the choice between buying newer vehicles, or the more economic option of purchasing exhaust emissions retrofit technology. The retrofit technologies which allow older vehicles to meet this standard are well proven, with over 100,000 such systems supplied across Europe for this type of urban application.” 

EIC looks forward to maintaining an ongoing dialogue with TfL and the Mayor’s office through the implementation phase as this highly significant LEZ Scheme comes to fruition.
--ENDS--
For more information, please contact Danny Stevens at EIC (E: danny.stevens@eic-uk.co.uk T: 0207 935 1675).
Notes to Editors
1. The Environmental Industries Commission (EIC) is the lead trade association for UK’s environmental technology and services industry, with over 320 Member Companies. EIC represents the main environmental sectors (water, air, land, waste, transport, marine, climate change, etc). It has the support of leading politicians from all three major political parties, industrialists, trade union leaders, environmentalists, and academics.
2. EIC’s Transport Pollution Control Working Group represents over 40 Member companies including world leaders in the supply of exhaust aftertreatment, suppliers of clean and low greenhouse gas fuels, such as biodiesel, alternative fuels, diesel water emulsions and low ash lubricating oils, suppliers of catalysts and catalysed components and consultants covering transport and the environment.

