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PRESS RELEASE
For Immediate Release: 8 March 2007

Time to Fully Recognise UK Environmental Industry in Government Policy: Select Committee Urges

A major new report by the influential House of Commons Environmental Audit Committee has backed a high-level lobbying campaign by the Environmental Industries Commission and called for assessments of new Government policy proposals to consider the impact on the environmental industries sector. 

All new legislation undergoes a Regulatory Impact Assessment (RIA) to quantify the costs and benefits. But to date these have paid little attention to the huge new opportunities for environmental technologies created by environmental protection policies and are often dominated by the exaggerated cost claims of polluting industries.

The Environmental Audit Committee, therefore, carried out an inquiry into the use of RIAs. Its report, published this week, states that “RIA guidance [must] be strengthened in order to ensure that RIAs adequately recognise and consider the contribution that would be made by a flourishing environmental industries sector.”
The Committee also backed EIC’s call for all RIAs to include a full assessment of the carbon impact of all new policy proposals concluding that a carbon score “should be clearly displayed on the summary sheet for each RIA.”

On the key issue of Government intervention the report states that “It is no longer viable to view environmentally-minded regulation as a strait-jacket to industry. Especially in the case of the environmental technology and services industry, regulation can play a crucial supporting role.”
Adrian Wilkes, EIC Chairman, welcomed the report saying: “The Environmental Audit Committee report is an important victory for EIC. Regulatory Impact Assessments must stop focusing on the exaggerated cost claims of polluting industries and assess the economic benefits of environmental protection. It is no longer appropriate to view environmental policy as a burden on industry. It is, in fact, a huge opportunity and RIAs must reflect this.

“Regulatory Impact Assessments make an important contribution to evidence-based policy making and for Ministers to get the full story on the costs and benefits of proposed new policies it is crucial that they have a full assessment of the benefits of Government policy on the environmental industries sector.”

--ENDS--

For more information, contact Merlin Hyman on Tel: 020 7935 1675.

Notes to Editors:  

1. The Environmental Industries Commission’s (EIC) mission is to provide a strong and effective voice for the UK's environmental technology and services industry. It was launched in 1995 and has grown rapidly to over 320 Member companies.
2. The Environmental Audit Committee’s report can be accessed at: 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmselect/cmenvaud/353/353.pdf
3. For a copy of EIC’s oral evidence to the Environmental Audit Committee’s inquiry please contact danny.stevens@eic-uk.co.uk 
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