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PRESS RELEASE
For Immediate Release: 27 September 2006

Chancellor’s Commitment to 100,000 New Jobs in Environment Sector: “Timely and Urgent”

The Environmental Industries Commission (EIC) today welcomed Gordon Brown’s commitment to create at least 100,000 news jobs in the environmental sector. The Chancellor’s commitment, made as part of his keynote speech1 to the Labour Party Conference, is a welcome sign that substantial action is now imminent after many years of positive rhetoric about tackling environmental problems we face. 
Most importantly, Gordon Brown accepted EIC's over-arching message that high environmental standards are economically beneficial, stating that "the greatest expansion in new jobs can come from the environment...environmental care and job creation advance together."
Gordon Brown also used his speech to commit the Government to ensuring that "the environmental degradation of the planet" will form the pivotal element of his vision of a "good society." As all three major parties pay closer attention to the importance of facing up to the challenges we face tackling environmental problems it is clear that the environment has taken its place at the centre of the political debate, not only in the UK but around the world. 

Adrian Wilkes, Executive Chairman of EIC said: “This timely new pledge from Gordon Brown to create 100,000 jobs in the environmental sector is a huge step forward for the industry. Gordon Brown has previously focused on other priorities but now realises both that the environmental challenge is urgent and that it also creates significant new economic opportunities for British companies. Environmental issues are now very much at the centre of political debate, where they rightfully belong. And, at long last, EIC’s message that environmental protection and economic growth is accepted in the corridors of power.”
“EIC will work closely with the Government to help fulfill the Chancellor’s pledge for 100,000 more jobs in the environmental sector – in the face of serious competition from Germany and other Governments who have long been prioritising support for their domestic environmental industries.

EIC’s National Industry Conference (on 8 November 2006) will be examining the rise of environment to the centre of political debate and the implications for industry. The event features a very high level panel of speakers from Government and industry - including David Miliband MP, the Secretary of State and his Conservative Shadow, Peter Ainsworth MP2.
--ENDS--

For further information, contact Merlin Hyman, EIC Director, on 020 7935 1675

Notes to Editors

1. The Chancellor's full speech can be accessed at: 

www.labour.org.uk/index.php?id=news2005&ux_news[id]=onyourside&cHash=dde8057373
2.
The Environmental Industries Commission (EIC) is the lead trade association for UK’s environmental technology and services industry, with over 300 Member Companies. EIC represents the main environmental sectors (water, air, land, waste, transport, oil and marine, climate change, etc). It has the support of leading politicians from all three major political parties, industrialists, trade union leaders, environmentalists, and academics

3. 
EIC will be holding its National Conference on 8 November 2006. The Conference will be examining the rise of environment to the centre of political debate and the implications from industry. The event features a very high level panel of speakers from Government and industry - including David Miliband MP, the Secretary of State. The event takes place on 8 November. For more details please see www.eic-uk.co.uk/images/NatConfLeaflet.pdf
