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PRESS RELEASE

For Immediate Release: 27 March 2006

Government Failing the Environment and Economy on Resource Efficiency

Government progress with improving the UK economy’s resource efficiency is falling well short of what is required to boost competitiveness and tackle critical environmental challenges such as climate change and the ever increasing amount of waste Britain is generating, a new report published today has concluded.

The report, ‘Resource Efficiency: Increasing Competitiveness by Cutting Waste’ published by the Environmental Industries Commission (EIC) urges the Government to reconcile the goals of a strong economy and living within environmental means by invigorating its policy framework to encourage greater resource efficiency. 

Key recommendations of the report include:

· Ensure the second phase of the EU Emissions Trading scheme is designed to reduce emissions in line with the Government’s goal of a 20% reduction in CO2 emissions by 2010 on 1990 levels.

· Provide a single guide to resource efficiency programmes.

· Increase the tax incentives for companies purchasing the most environmentally preferable products.

· Retain the Operating and Financial Review and make it a legal requirement for companies to report on environmental issues.

· Urgently carry an audit of energy efficiency in recent PFI projects and mandate that all PFI projects must meet high energy efficiency standards in the future.
Adrian Wilkes, Chairman of EIC says; “There can be no doubt that the opportunities for resource efficiency are huge - yet the Government is failing to take significant action. This is undermining measures aimed at tackling key environmental challenges such as climate change, whilst damaging the UK’s international competitiveness.

“In order to achieve the goals of a strong economy that operates within its environmental limits we must be much more efficient in the way we use scare resources to produce good and services. This report highlights sets out recommendations that is crucial to securing this win-win”. 

For further information please contact Danny Stevens, Environmental Industries Commission, on T: 020 7935 1675 / E: danny.stevens@eic-uk.co.uk
-- ENDS --
Notes to Editors

1. For a copy of the report please contact EIC (E: danny.stevens@eic-uk.co.uk or T: 02079351675)

2. The Environmental Industries Commission’s mission is to provide a strong and effective voice for the UK's environmental technology and services industry. It was launched in 1995 and has grown rapidly to over 290 Member companies. 
