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PRESS RELEASE
For Immediate Release: 17 November 2006
Carbon Score for all New Government Policies is now “Vital” 

A carbon impact score must, following the Stern Review, be at the heart of all Government policy proposals – according to a new campaign launched today by the Environmental Industries Commission (EIC)1. Despite the Prime Ministers’ description of climate change as the most important issue for the Government proposed new Cabinet Office guidance2 fails to require Departments to look at the carbon impacts of their new legislative proposals.

All new legislation undergoes a Regulatory Impact Assessment to quantify the costs and benefits. But to date these have been dominated by the exaggerated cost claims of polluting industries - in contrast there is no attention given the huge new opportunities for environmental technologies created by environmental protection measures. Furthermore little attention is given to environmental impacts and no assessment is made of the carbon impact.

Proposed new guidance from the Cabinet Office on carrying out Regulatory Impact Assessments, now out for consultation, does nothing to remedy this situation and even proposes further downgrading the environmental impact of assessing new policy proposals.

EIC is, therefore, launching a campaign for Regulatory Impact Assessments to be reformed to to give Ministers the full story on the costs and benefits of proposed new policies. A key part of this would be a mandatory carbon impact score. 

The campaign commenced when EIC, in oral evidence to MP’s on the Environmental Audit Committee3, called for impact assessments of new regulations to be reformed. EIC will now be contacting MPs urging them to write to the Cabinet Office Minister, Hilary Armstrong MP, on the issue.

Adrian Wilkes, EIC Executive Chairman, said: “Following the Stern Review it is vital that all policy proposals are assessed for their carbon impact. It would be ludicrous for Ministers, having identified climate change as the most important challenge for the Government, not to be aware of the carbon impact of new policies.”

“Regulatory Impact Assessments must stop focusing on the exaggerated cost claims of polluting industries and assess the economic benefits of environmental protection – including the huge new opportunities that the Stern Review identified for the environmental technology industry in helping the world tackle climate change.” 

-- ENDS --

For more information, contact Merlin Hyman on Tel: 020 7935 1675.

Notes to Editors:  

1. The Environmental Industries Commission’s (EIC) mission is to provide a strong and effective voice for the UK's environmental technology and services industry. It was launched in 1995 and has grown rapidly to over 320 Member companies.

2. The Cabinet Office Consultation can be found at 
www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/regulation/news/2006/060724.asp  

3. The House of Commons Environmental Audit Committee is carrying out an inquiry in Regulatory Impact Assessments. EIC gave evidence on 31 October 2005. For further details see www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/environmental_audit_committee/eac_24_07_06.cfm 

