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Response from the Environmental Industries Commission (EIC) to the Mayor's Announcements on the London Low Emission Zone

The Mayor of London, Ken Livingstone, has now announced the results of this consultation process and has decided to revise both London's Transport Strategy and Air Quality Strategy to allow for the introduction of an LEZ.
EIC welcomes the Mayor's decision and believe that a LEZ would be an important measure to help achieve air quality objectives in London, with the clear benefit of improved public health for its residents and visitors alike. 
Mike Galey, Chair of EIC's Transport Pollution Control Working Group says: "Defra's recent review of the National Air Quality Strategy concluded that the average UK resident's life expectancy was reduced by 8 months in 2005 as a result of ever increasing particulate emissions. Furthermore, these emissions cost the public purse a total of £9.1-21.4 billion p.a. 

"London suffers from the worst air quality in the country. Residents and visitors alike have had no choice but to suffer the consequences of poor air quality standards as a necessary price to pay for living, working and visiting our capital city. It is therefore incumbent on the Mayor to take action to tackle this.

"EIC welcome the Mayor's decision to take the necessary steps to introduce a LEZ and believe that a London-wide LEZ to cover the whole of the Greater London Authority (GLA) area is the most effective option for taking the essential, and urgent, steps required to make marked improvements to air quality in London."

EIC would be delighted to offer a comment on any article you may be writing on the Mayor's announcement. For more information, please contact Danny Stevens at EIC (0207 935 1675).

ENDS
Notes to Editors

1. The Environmental Industries Commission (EIC) is the lead trade association for UK’s environmental technology and services industry, with over 300 Member Companies. EIC represents the main environmental sectors (water, air, land, waste, transport, marine, climate change, etc). It has the support of leading politicians from all three major political parties, industrialists, trade union leaders, environmentalists, and academics.
2. EIC’s Transport Pollution Control Working Group represents over 40 Member companies including world leaders in the supply of exhaust aftertreatment, suppliers of clean and low greenhouse gas fuels, such as biodiesel, alternative fuels, diesel water emulsions and low ash lubricating oils, suppliers of catalysts and catalysed components and consultants covering transport and the environment.

3. The next stage of development of the Low Emission Zone is the drafting of a Scheme Order which would implement the proposed LEZ. This will detail the exact vehicle types, emissions standards and area covered by the LEZ, as well as registration and enforcement procedures.
