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Response from the Environmental Industries Commission (EIC) to Defra's review of the regulatory approach to some 'Part B' activities under LAPPC. 
As you may recall at the end of February Defra announced the first stage of its consultation on the proposals to remove up to 4,000 processes not required to be regulated by EU Directives from LAPPC controls

Defra have now announced the results of the first stage of this consultation process.
For a copy of the letter announcing the findings, please see

www.defra.gov.uk/environment/ppc/pdf/partb-letter060717.pdf . 
EIC welcomes Defra's commitment to ensure that the Review will not undermine environmental protection. However it remains impossible to see how proposals to remove some 'Part B' activities out of LAPPC controls can lead to anything other than a decline in environmental protection. 

Merlin Hyman, Director of EIC, says: "The LAPPC regime is a cornerstone of environmental protection in the UK. It has been built up to protect public health and improve our quality of life. However, Defra is threatening to cut away this very framework leaving the public breathing in higher levels of dangerous pollutants"
"Any proposals to review LAPPC controls on 'Part B' activities should have environmental protection at its core. Whilst EIC welcome Defra's commitment to ensure that the Review will not undermine future environmental protection, we fail to see how removing controls on up to 4,000 industrial processes can result in anything else."
"Defra have clearly confused the 'Better Regulation' agenda with an opportunity to deregulate. The Government should be looking at ways in which it can improve environmental protection, not how it can carry out the greatest environmental deregulation initiative this country has seen."
EIC would be delighted to offer a comment on any article you may be writing on Defra's announcement. For more information, please contact Danny Stevens at EIC (0207 935 1675).
Kind regards,

Danny Stevens
Public Affairs Manager
Environmental Industries Commission
45 Weymouth Street
London W1G 8ND
Email: danny.stevens@eic-uk.co.uk
For EIC's new, unique and authoritative reference guide to land remediation see www.eic-yearbook.co.uk
"We're backing a winner" - Lord and Minister on EIC (7 July 2006) 
http://www.edie.net/news/news_story.asp?id=11692#
