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PRESS RELEASE
For Immediate Release: 16 August 2006

EIC Welcomes EU ‘Clean Clever and Competitive’ Initiative

The Environmental Industries Commission (EIC) has welcomed a new high level report1 setting out how the EU must move to “a clean, clever and competitive economy” – which will give Europe a competitive advantage in the future over other economic powers in the global marketplace.

The Clean Clever and Competitive (“CCC”) initiative2 was launched by the Dutch Government when they were President of the EU. Key organisations, such as UNICE, EEB, and WBSCD nominated experts, and the initiative was guided by an ‘Eminent Persons Group’ including Adrian Wilkes, Executive Chairman of EIC.

The CCC Eminent Persons set out five areas of Government action for the EU to achieve a lead in establishing an eco-efficient economy:

· Give industry a clear signal of what it should be trying to achieve.

· Foster knowledge and capacity through R&D funding.

· Create and lead markets as a launching customer.

· Offer compelling (tax) incentives to end users.

· Encourage useful consumer information. 

The CCC initiative coincides with a recent lobbying report by EIC on “Resource Efficiency: Increasing Competitiveness by Cutting Waste”, which focused on the UK policy framework. EIC’s  key recommendations to Defra and DTI include3:
· Provide a single guide to resource efficiency programmes.

· Increase the tax incentives for companies purchasing the most environmentally preferable products.

· Retain the Operating and Financial Review and make it a legal requirement for companies to report on environmental issues.

· Urgently carry an audit of energy efficiency in recent PFI projects and mandate that all PFI projects must meet high energy efficiency standards in the future.
Adrian Wilkes commented “It is often assumed, wrongly, that you cannot lead the way on protection of the environment and achieve economic success - this important European-wide CCC report shows that in reality the future of global competitiveness will be based on innovation that is clean as well as clever.”
“The EU must seize the opportunity to gain a competitive edge by putting in place a policy framework from R&D to public procurement to the tax regime which drives innovation towards eco-efficient technologies and does not waste resources and create pollution.”

For further information contact: Adrian Wilkes or Merlin Hyman on 020 7935 1675 

--ENDS—

Notes to Editors:

1. The report “A will to compete: a competitive, clever and clean Europe” can be downloaded from www.cleanclevercompetitive.com
2. For more details of the Clean Clever Competitive Initiative see 

www.cleanclevercompetitive.com
3. For a copy of the report please contact EIC (E: danny.stevens@eic-uk.co.uk or T: 02079351675)

4. The Environmental Industries Commission’s mission is to provide a strong and effective voice for the UK's environmental technology and services industry. It was launched in 1995 and has grown rapidly to over 300 Member companies. 

