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PRESS RELEASE
For Immediate Release: Thursday, 8 June 2006

EIC Welcomes “Vital” New Lobby Coalition: The Aldersgate Group

The Environmental Industries Commission (EIC) has welcomed the launch this week of the Aldersgate Group [1], a new high-level lobby group that will seek to prove to Tony Blair and Gordon Brown that environmental protection is crucial to the success of the UK’s economic future. 

The Group brings together a broad range of players, including The Environment Agency, SEPA, Green Alliance, Friends of the Earth, New Economics Foundation, United Utilities, English Nature, SITA UK, BT, IPPR and RSPB.

Adrian Wilkes commented “EIC is delighted that such a high level coalition has joined EIC in working to ensure Downing Street and Brussels realise that high environmental standards are now vital to future economic success.”
“EIC looks forward to working with our coalition partners to ensure future Government policy is not distorted by scare-mongering lobbyists by parts of mainstream industry.”
The Group has published a research report, “Green Foundations: Better regulation and a healthy environment for growth and jobs” [2] which argues that long term economic success can only be achieved with the sustainable use of natural resources - economic growth and environmental protection must go hand in hand. 

For further information contact: Adrian Wilkes or Danny Stevens on 020 7935 1675 

--ENDS—

Notes to Editors:

1. The Aldersgate Group is a new opinion forming pressure group made up of The Environmental Industries Commission, Environment Agency, SEPA, Institute for European Environmental Policy, Dinah Nichols (former Defra Director General), Green Alliance, Friends of the Earth, New Economics Foundation, United Utilities, English Nature, SITA UK, BT, Lord Whitty and Eliot Morley (former Defra Ministers), Enviros, Atkins, James Brathwaite (SEEDA), IPPR and the RSPB.

2. “Green Foundations: Better Regulation and a Healthy Environment for Growth and Jobs” was published on Tuesday 6 June.

3. Environmental Industries Commission’s (EIC) mission is to provide a strong and effective voice for the UK's environmental technology and services industry. It was launched in 1995 and has grown rapidly to over 290 Member companies.


